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About MI Young Writers Award 2022 (MIYWA)

MI YoungWriters Award2022(MIYWA2022) is an annualcompetition organizedby
MagazinesInternational(Asia)Limited,one of !ǎƛŀΩǎleadingmagazinessubscription
serviceprovider. Thecompetition is supportedby LiveABCInteractiveEnglishGroup
(the official licenseeof the CNNnewselementfor CNNInteractiveEnglishMagazine)
asthe co-organizer,andsponsoredby JointPublishing(HongKong)CompanyLimited.

TheŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΩǎkeyaim is to foster and recognizeexcellencein Englishwriting by
providing students with the opportunity to develop their expressivetalents and
creativity. Thecompetition is openedto studentsof secondaryschoolsin HongKong
andMacau.

There are two sectionsfor entry: junior section for S1-S3 (Year7-9) and senior
sectionfor S.4-S.6 (Year10-13). Eachsectionis assignedwith a topic of writing. This
year,the themefor junior sectionisά{ƘƻǳƭŘsmartphonesbe allowed in ǎŎƘƻƻƭΚέ
and for seniorsectionisάLŦyou becamea socialmedia influencer,what would you
post aboutΚέ

Forenquiries,feel free to contactour schoolteamat miywa@magazines88.com.
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Education:
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Onbehalfof the two judgestaskedwith evaluatingthisȅŜŀǊΩǎentries,
congratulationsto all those who submitted their work and participated in
the event. Writing a proper essayis a formidableexercisein any language,
andoften takesyearsof practiceto fully master. We commendall of you for
the high-qualitywork that wasproducedfor this competition.

Beingableto expressyour thoughtsand ideasclearlyand logicallyon
paper is an important skill that will serveyou well throughout your entire
lives. Takingpart in thesecompetitionsis a greatway to not only put those
skills to good use, but to also gain experienceand new insightsinto your
own writing. Donot becomediscouragedif youdid not obtain the resultyou
had hoped for, but also do not becomecomplacentif your entry landed
amongthe winners. Therewill alwaysbe room for growth, improvement,
andadvancement. Neverstoplearning.

In regardto the judgingcriteria, there area few points that we would
like to touch upon. Thesewill hopefullyserveto encourageyou to be more
criticalof yourown work andprovideyouwith somehelpful tips.

Vocabulary 
The right kind of vocabularycan elevate any piece of writing, especially
when well-placed. As important as knowing high-level words can be,
knowing how to use them properly is even more so. Bewareof inserting
vocabularywords into your writing that do not add anythingto the quality
of your work. Suchuse of vocabularycan actually work againstyou and
result in overly verbosewriting that is confusingand lacksflow. Sometimes
simpleisbest.
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SpellingandGrammar
Thework submitted for this competition wasof very high quality and
did not containa lot of spellingor grammarerrors. Thereare,however,
a few points to make. Thebest way to catchany spellingerrors is to
alwaysdo one final checkbefore submitting your work. Youcan also
either aska friend to checkit over for you or use a word processor
with its editing function turned on. Onelittle carelessspellingmistake
makesa bigdifferencein competitionssuchasthis.
In regardto grammar,alwayscheckyour subject-verb agreementand
haveconsistentverb tenseusage. Knowingwhich verb tenseto useis
also important. In the senior category, the topic involved a type 2
conditional tense hypothetical question, which required the use of
could/should/wouldin the essayasopposedto simplefuture tense.

LogicandFocus
When trying to present an argument,ƛǘΩǎcrucial to use clear and
conciselogic that ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘposeany contradictions. Stayon track and
do not let your reasoningrun off without you. Thebestway to do this
is to haveclearly-structuredparagraphsthat feature a main idea and
its correspondingsupportingdetails. 5ƻƴΩǘget too caughtup in the
little details,however,andrememberto think about the bigpicture.

Overall,we were very impressedby the quality of the work that
was submitted for this ȅŜŀǊΩǎcompetition. Both topics are very
relevantto the issueswe faceinǘƻŘŀȅΩǎsociety,andeveryonedid very
well in expressingtheir thoughts and ideason the subjects. All the
effort and hard work you put into your essaysclearlyshows,and you
shouldcertainlybe very proud to haveproducedsuchgreat piecesof
writing. Yourwork wasboth interestingandvery insightful. It provided
usςthe judgesςwith an in-depth look at what thesetopicsmeanfor
younglearnersin HongKong. Ourcomplimentsto all who participated,
youall did verywell.7
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Junior School(In alphabetical order) Student Name

Winner PHC Wing Kwong College Liu Yan Ho

1st runner-up German Swiss International School Grover Anisha

2nd runner-up
St. Paul's Convent School 

(Secondary Section)
Law Lok Sum Sophia

3rd runner-up Diocesan Girls' School Chan Tsz Wing Sophie

4th runner-up German Swiss International School Mok Sin Wai Kaitlyn

10 Outstanding Diocesan Girls' School Li Cheuk Wing Angie

10 Outstanding Diocesan Girls' School Chloe Wong

10 Outstanding
Hoi Ping Chamber of Commerce 

Secondary School
Lau Hoi Ying

10 Outstanding Holy Family Canossian College Wong Ling Yan Danielle

10 Outstanding Kowloon True Light School Lee Ngo Ching

10 Outstanding PLK Celine Ho Yam Tong CollegeFan Ka Chung Samuel

10 Outstanding Pope Paul VI College Lam Sze Yi Livia

10 Outstanding St. Paul's Co-educational College Mak Wing Tung Gloria

10 Outstanding
St. Paul's Convent School 

(Secondary Section)
Liu Yan KiuTianna

10 Outstanding Tin Ka Ping Secondary School Wu Yuxuan

Award List
Junior Section

Junior Award School

Junior The Most Enthusiastic School Award Pui KiuCollege 

Junior The Most Creative Cover Award
SKH Tsoi Kung Po 
Secondary School



The Most Creative Cover Award
Junior Section

RascoJenica
ZheenGalano

SKH Tsoi Kung Po 
Secondary School

12



13



14



15



Junior Section ςWinner
Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in school?

Liu Yan Ho 

PHC Wing Kwong 
College

ά.ŜƛƴƎ ǎƳŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƳŀǊǘǇƘƻƴŜ ǳǎŜέ {ƘƻǳƭŘ {ƳŀǊǘǇƘƻƴŜǎ .Ŝ !ƭƭƻǿŜŘ Lƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ?

As the article, ά.ŜƛƴƎsmart with smartphoneǳǎŜέpoints out, smartphones
have become an indispensablepart of our lives. We can accessa variety of
applicationswith a pushof a button. Onlinepurchases,researchandfood ordering
can all be done with ease, despite time and location. However, the use of
smartphoneshas always been prohibited on school campusessince it can be
demandingfor teachers to supervise. Are smartphonesa boon or a bane for
students?

Smartphonescanbring numerouseducationaladvantagesto both studentsand
teachers. Usingsmartphones,studentscan use the dictionary effortlesslyto find
vocabularyitems. Thissavesa lot of time for studentsastheyŘƻƴΩǘhaveto search
for a word page by page in a traditional dictionary. Meanwhile for teachers,
adoptinge-teachingin classcanbe motivatingfor students. Indeed,manyschools
in HongKonghavealreadybeenusinge-learning. Teachersgivein-classquizzesto
studentsviaelectronicdevicesandstudentscanseea real-time scoreboardon the
screen. Thiskind of competition can motivate studentsto learn by lifting up the
atmosphere. Allowing smartphonesin schoolstherefore can be revolutionary in
termsof teachingandlearning.

In contrast to this, the use of smartphoneson campusmay also bring several
negativeimpactsto students. Underthe effectsof smartphoneaddiction,students
might not be able to concentrate in class and with the ease and constant
temptation of accessingthe Internet, they may just think about their gamesand
socialmediainsteadof the content of the lesson. Moreover,if studentsviolate the
rules and use smartphonesfor entertainment in class, it can be difficult for
teachersto spot. By that time, their smartphoneswill have becomea complete
distractionfor the students. Evenworse,socialmediacanbe a potential dangerfor
students. Asteenagersaremoresusceptibleto peer influence,they aremore likely
to be obsessedwith socialmedia, which virtually connectsteenagerswith their
friends. A report by CommonSenseMedia found that more than a third of teens
visitedtheir mainsocialnetworkingsite severaltimesa day. Allowingsmartphones
to enter schoolcampusesmay further worsenthe situation for alreadyobsessed
students. It can be detrimental for ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩmental health since social media
addiction may, accordingto the report, lead to depression,anxiety, and sleep
deprivation.
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Although usingsmartphoneson campuswill bring both positive and negative
effects,on the whole, the positiveimpactsoutweigh the negativeones. Thereare
no alternativesthat canhelp studentsto learn aseffectivelyassmartphoneswith
its clear advantagesin enliveningclassesand motivating students. Furthermore,
the negativeeffectscanbe minimizedwith propermeasures. Forsupervision,there
aresomeappsthat canmonitorǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩsmartphoneactivity,preventingstudents
from overusingtheir smartphonesfor entertainment. Asfor socialmediaaddiction,
talksand classesteachingstudentsself-disciplinecanbe held so that studentscan
learn to prioritize andset up a timetable to remind themselvesto stop usingsocial
media once they have reached a daily limit. Thus,by using smartphonesin a
suitable and intelligent manner, students can benefit from the assistance
smartphones bring to their learning while avoiding smartphone addiction.

To conclude,there are more benefits to using smartphonesin schoolsthan
drawbacks. It can be an incrediblyeffective way to engagestudentsand enhance
their academicperformance. Althoughthe disadvantagesare obvious,they canbe
minimized with appropriate measures. Using smartphones in schools can
undeniablymake learningmuch more convenient. As long as they are used in a
smartway,theycanbea powerful tool for both studentsandteachers.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

Overall, this essayis phenomenal. Yourintroduction is reallywell written,
and it leadsthe readerto understandyour opinion without clearlysaying
it. Your body paragraphsare also organizedin a unique way, with both
sidesof the argument written about and your thoughts on both. Well
done!

When writing an essay,you need to remember that the point ȅƻǳΩǊŜ
trying to, but if you look at how muchyou actuallywrote for eachsideof
the argument,you will seethat your ΨƛƴfavorƻŦΩparagraphis much less
filled out than your Ψƛƴfavor ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘΩone. In terms of grammar, there
were only two parts where you made tiny errors; one wasάǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ
ƛǘŜƳǎέand the other was άƭƛŦǘƛƴƎup the atmosphere.έ I would
recommendsomethinglikeάǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅέandά¢Ƙƛǎkind of activity can
motivate students by creating a competitive atmosphere.έFinally,with
word choice,words such asάŀǇǇǎέ, άŜ-ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎέandάŜ-ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέare
informal,andshouldbewritten out completely.

All in all, this was a wonderful essay,and I hope you continue writing,
becauseyouclearlyhavea talent for it. Keepup the greatwork!!

17



Junior Section ς1st runner-up
Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in school?

Grover Anisha

German Swiss 
International 

School

What makesa successfulstudent?Someonethat is collaborative,focused,and
communicativeor someoneburied insidea smartphone?I am an eleven-year-old
secondarystudent and there is no denyingI love my smartphone. Thisportable
deviceconnectsme to friends,educatesme and immersesme in new andexciting
worlds. However, the question is not whether smartphonesare beneficial, but
whether they are useful in school. I fundamentally believe smartphonesare
counterproductivein a schoolenvironmentandcanleadto negativehabitssuchas
social isolation, addiction, cyberbullying,cheating and a reduction in children's
ability to focus.

I believe learning how to manage relationships is a vital part of a child's
education. To do that, students must engagewith one another and deal with
different personalities. I will admit, occasionallyI find it easierto absorbmyself in
an action-packedNetflix episodeor to play a gameof Roblox, than engagewith
quarrelsomepeers. However,if smartphonesarepermitted in school,childrenmay
seekcomfort or stimulationfrom devicesrather than from friends. It is crucialfor
children to engagewith peers to learn life skills such as empathy and conflict
resolutionthroughpersonalinteractionastheseskillsarevital for future survival.

If smartphonesare allowed,it will increasethe amount of time studentsspend
on socialmedia. Friendshipsmaybe built online,drawingstudents'attention away
from peers in school. If studentsdo not have friends in class,then schoolcould
appearlonely and isolating. Themore studentsfeel lonely, the more they will be
drawn to their phoneςa downwardspiral. A constantneedfor digital connectivity
can lead to addiction. Researchshowssocialmediacanbe extremelydetrimental
as dopamine(pleasuremolecules)increaseswith everydigital messagereceived.
Dopaminefloods students' brains,potentially causingindividualsto get hooked,
enticingthem to wait for messagesrather thanengagewith humans.

Smartphonescan exacerbatecyberbullying. Cyberbulliesare cowardsςthey
preyon vulnerablestudentswithout havingto personallyconfront them or to deal
with their reactions. Accordingto a TelecomFirm researchsurvey from 2011,
children who spend excessivetime on their phones are more likely to be
cyberbullied.[1] About 25 to 30 percent of the young people surveyedadmitted
experiencingor taking part in cyberbullying,but only 12 percent said the same
abouttraditionalbullying.[2]
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Moreover, smartphonesarea sourceof distraction. If studentscontinuallycheck
their phone for updates,they could be distracted in class. Accordingto a recent
Universityof Nebraska-Lincolnstudy, on averagestudentschecktheir phones11
times per day during classand spendan estimated20%of classtime checkingan
electronicgadgetfor reasonsunrelatedto the lesson. [3]

Cheatingis another harmful effect. Mobile phonesare designedto be pocket-
sized,enablingchildrento cheatbydiscretelyconcealingthe device. Studentscould
secretlysearchfor answersduring assessments. A study hasshown35% of teens
admitted to cheatingon either their tests or homework. 65% of the samegroup
stated they have seen others use their smartphones to cheat in school. [4]

Unfortunately,cheatingis rarelya one-time occurrence; studentsmayfind it easier
to cheatmore frequentlyor to bedishonestin other areasof their lives.

In summary, I am not dismissingtechnology; this is necessaryin a fast-
developingworld. However,excessiveuseof technologycanbuild walls,insteadof
bridges. I valuemy friendsanddo not want to riskbeinglured awayfrom them into
a mobile phone device. I feel smartphonesare more beneficial outside of the
schoolenvironment.

Sources:

мΥ bŀƻƳƛ {ŎƘŀŜŦŜǊ wƛƭŜȅΣ ά¢ƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŎȅōŜǊōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎΣ ōŀƴ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭέΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ tƻǎǘΦ 
https://nypost.com/2017/02/06/to-fight-cyberbullying-ban-cellphones-from-school/. 
2: RaychelleCassadaΣ ά/ȅōŜǊōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎ ±ŜǊǎǳǎ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ǳƭƭȅƛƴƎέΣ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ¢ƻŘŀȅΦ 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/teen-angst/201205/cyberbullying-versus-traditional-bullying.
оΥ [ŜǎƭƛŜ wŜŜŘΣ ά{ǘǳŘȅΥ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜέΣ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ ¢ƻŘŀȅΦ 
https://news.unl.edu/newsrooms/today/article/study-digital-distraction-in-class-is-on-the-
rise/#:~:text=College%20students%20spend%20more%20class,675%20students%20in%2026%20states. 
пΥ !Ƴȅ aƻǊƛƴΣ άIƻǿ ¢ŜŜƴǎ ¦ǎŜ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ /ƘŜŀǘ ƛƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣέ VerywellFamily. 
https://www.verywellfamily.com/how-teens-use-technology-to-cheat-at-school-4065364.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

It ƛǎƴΩǘevery day that you see an eleven-year-old student cite their
sources!Tobe honest,I lovedyour essay; it wassopersonable,and it felt
like it was addressedto the reader. However,essayscan be personable
and formal,whichwaswhereyouressaywaslackingjust a bit.

Youmustrememberthat all goodessaysmustbe written in a formal style,
which meansno first-personpronouns. Asan example,your sentence,άL
fundamentally believe smartphonesare counterproductiveΧέcould be
rewritten to sayάCǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅΣsmartphonesare counterproductiveΧέ
Thiskeepsthat wonderful personalityand makesit more formal. Other
than that, youdid an incrediblejob, andyouressaywasa true joy to read!
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Junior Section ς2nd runner-up
Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in school?

Law Lok Sum 
Sophia

St. Paul's 
Convent School 

(Secondary Section)

Smartphoneshavebecomethe cornerstoneof a multitude of both our personal
and professional lives. This is no secret, and society is rapidly reshaping its
infrastructure to accommodatefor the rise of the digital age. However,one field
still on the fence about incorporatingsmartphonesinto its age-old systemis the
educationsector. It is no secretthat smartphonesare particularlytempting to the
studentbody,andboth educatorsandparentsalikehaveexpressedconcernsover
smartphonesdistractingstudentsfrom their studies. Here we attempt to dissect
argumentsfrom both sidesanddeterminewhether studentsshouldbe allowedto
bringtheir gadgetsinto the classroom.

A point often brought up by the side lobbying for the integration of
smartphonesis that technologyprovidesstudentswith invaluableonline learning
resources. With the rise of COVID-19, many schools have turned to online
educationto salvagewhat is left of ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩlearningprogress. Appslike Edmodo,
E-Classand GoogleClassroomare crucial in facilitating communicationbetween
teacher and student in these trying times. On the other hand, however, a
commonlycited counter-argument is that smartphonesmay do more harm than
goodin facilitatingeducation. With its broadvarietyof entertainmentand endless
supplyof content designedto glueǾƛŜǿŜǊǎΩeyesto their screens,the Internet can
be a dangerouslyaddictivething to anyone,let alone impulse-driven adolescents
whose dopamine-fueled brains jump at every opportunity to gain the pleasure
they derive from accessingonline games and social media. Those against
smartphonesin the classroomwonder: how many studentswill be able to keep
their focuson lessonswhen the all-consumingtemptation of their smartphonesis
burninga hole throughtheir deskdrawers?

But that bringsus to the most important issueat handτthe singlefactor that
will seal the fate of this ongoingsmartphonedebate: digital literacy. Today,the
technologyindustry is worth a staggering$5 trillion in market value. IT is now one
of the most highly-covetedcareerpathsamongthe new generation,beingpaved
with opportunities and room for ever-acceleratinggrowthτexactlywhat the big
thinkersof tomorrow are lookingfor. With constantexposureto digital devicesat
school,studentswill naturally familiarizethemselveswith technology,givingthem
the techskillstheyneedto survivein a rapidlytechnology-dependentworld.20



In conclusion,while devicesarealready,without question,an indispensablepart
of life and therefore necessaryin everyaspect,includingeducation,we cannotgo
without setting firm boundarieson the useof smartphones. However,it is simply
not feasibleto outright prohibit the useof smartphonesin learning. Ournew world
is increasinglydependent on technologyτthis is an indisputable factτand our
education system should reflect that by moving forward and embracing the
implementationof technologyin teaching.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

Mechanicallyspeaking,this essayis perfect. Youhavea natural command
of Englishall around,and that makesyour writing very strongasa result.
However,there were a few points that you missedthe mark on, suchas
organizationandword choice.

Your second paragraphoutlines all of the pros and cons of allowing
smartphonesin school,and then your third paragraphmentions digital
literacy,which isάǘƘŜsinglefactor that will sealthe fate of this ongoing
smartphone debate.έBut if digital literacy is so important to your
argument,there shouldbe more than four sentencesabout it! In termsof
word choiceandsentencestructure,youneedto constantlyaskyourselfif
what ȅƻǳΩǊŜdecidingto includein your essayaddsto it or subtractsfrom
it. Personally,there were a bit too many adjective modifiers that look
flashy on the surface,but ŘƻƴΩǘreally add to your essayin any way.
Sometimes,simplecan be better! All in all, you did an amazingjob, and
youressaywasa marvelousone. Keepup the greatwork!!! 21



Junior Section ς3rd runner-up
Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in school?

Chan Tsz Wing
Sophie

Diocesan Girls' 
School

John Dewey, an Americanpsychologistand educationalist,once said άLŦwe
teachǘƻŘŀȅΩǎstudentsaswe taughtȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎΣwe rob them of ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿέ. A lot
of peoplefind fault in technology,especiallyin education,becausechildrenarenot
developingand learningin a healthy and natural manner. The primary convict is
the smartphone. Everywherewe go, we seesmartphonezombiesand if we take
smartphonesaway from teenagers,they would collapse. Peoplelook at that and
immediately blame smartphones. But if you think about it, this teaches us
somethingvery important about ourselvesand the future: we cannot live without
smartphones. So,shouldsmartphonesbe allowedin school?Thereare advantages
and disadvantagesto using smartphonesin school. Personally,I believe that
smartphonesshould be allowed in school becauseif we use them wisely, they
wouldbenefitusmore thanwe think.

Firstly, using smartphones in schools allows students the opportunity to
familiarizethemselveswith smartphones. Smartphonesare indispensablein our
lives,andpeoplewill
rely on them more. Apart from traditional literacy, people, especiallyGen Zers,
must masterdigital literacy too, so there is no point in trying to prevent students
from usingsmartphones. At school,there areteacherswho areexpertsin that area.
In addition,studentsthat areall GenZerscanhelp teachoneanotherhow to be an
intelligentsmartphoneuser.

Secondly, smartphones in schools can greatly improve learning and
communication. Asclassesgrow, teacherswill not be ableto focuson everysingle
student in everyclass. With appson smartphones,this problemcanbe solved. All
studentscanparticipatein classthrough appssuchasKahoot. Kahootencourages
studentparticipationthrough quizzes. Not only doesthis makelearningfun, but it
also enablesteachersto easilytrack eachǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎprogress. Another benefit of
allowing smartphonesin school is that in case of emergencies,students can
contact their parents right away on their smartphones. If they did not have
smartphones,they would haveto reachtheir parentsthrough the school,which is
time-consuming. In emergencysituations, saving these few minutes can bring
benefitsbeyondimagination,suchassavingaǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎlife.
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Thirdly,searchingup information on the smartphoneis convenient. It is like the
entire library isstoredinsidea smartphone. With just a pushof a button, thousands
of results can be obtained, includingǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎdifferent opinions and experience
from any background and timeline. Some argue that computers have such
functionstoo and there is no needfor smartphonesin school. However,with their
own smartphones,students can immediately searchup information when they
want additionaldetails about the class,and multiple studentscan do that at the
sametime whichwould increaseefficiency.

Somemight saythat smartphonesareunnecessaryfor learningasour ancestors
did not need smartphonesin school. However,education is constantlychanging
becausetimes are changing. If we ŘƻƴΩǘadapt our educationalmethods to suit
major changessuch as technologicaladvancements,then we would actually be
going backwards and doing a huge disservice to students. We should take
advantageof the advancedtechnologywe have now to explore more about the
world.

In conclusion,smartphonesshouldbe allowedin school. It is definitely true that
we shouldbe cautiousabout our over-dependenceon smartphonesbut when it
comesto situationswhere we can derive a lot of invaluablebenefits from using
smartphones,we should welcome them. School is one of those placeswhere
smartphonescan help us, not harm us. This is how we can stop ourselvesfrom
robbingstudentsof their tomorrows.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

Thisis a reallysolidessay. Youusesomereallycreativelanguageandhave
a really interesting viewpoint on this issue. However, there are some
thingsthat needto beaddressedthat would takeit from solidto great.

Themost important thing I would like to talk about is word choice. There
are many places where you switch from formal to informal writing.
Perhaps you should consider rewriting some phrases, such as
άǎƳŀǊǘǇƘƻƴŜȊƻƳōƛŜǎέand the places where you used first-person
pronouns. This is why word choice is so important, and when deciding
what to keep when revisingyour writing, just ask yourself,ά5ƻŜǎthis
statementadd anythingto myǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΚέOther than that, your essaywas
veryuniqueandI enjoyedreadingit a lot!
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School

One thing is clear; smartphonesare becomingubiquitous in our society. The
question remains,shouldschoolsendorsethis kind of culture? Contraryto what
one might think, asa student, I do not believesmartphonesshouldbe allowedat
school. Given the fact that students are already required to have a personal
computer in class,manyof my peersare distractedby devicesbeingpresent in a
classroom. As such, having a smartphone at school would not seem to be
beneficial. Smartphonesare a distractionand candeviateǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩattention and
lead to major socialisationissues. I have seen how personal computers have
affected students and having done so, think that additional devicesat school
wouldheightenthe problem.

Small and distractive smartphones are problematic as they can divert a
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎattention awayfrom the material taught by a teacher. Educatorscannot
control what studentsare looking at during class,thus unable to tell if they are
simplyconductingresearchor engagingin another matter entirely. Many schools
around the US, including the University of Texas,directed an experiment that
focused on the improvement of ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩacademicswhen smartphoneswere
bannedfrom school. Researchersat these universitieshave found that ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ
academicsimprovedby an averageof sixpercentafter phoneswere banned. This
meansthat whenstudentsdo not havetheir smartphoneswith them in class,they
are payingmore attention to the lesson. Therefore,eliminatingsmartphonesfrom
a schoolenvironmentwouldbeexceptionallyconstructive.

Furthermore, smartphonescanalsobe a hindrancein a schoolenvironmentin
terms of socialisation. It is evident that interactingwith eachother is the pillar of
schooland education. The academiccurriculum consistsof a variety of projects
and individualtasks. Thus,studentsmust work together to achievethe goalof the
assignment designed to have students work with peers and learn how to
cooperate. With smartphonesin the picture, searchingfor extraneousmaterial
becomespredominantover working with eachother. Thisshowsthat if students
continueto obsessoversmartphones,they simplycannotlearnto collaborate. This
same idea applies outside of a classroom during recess when children are
encouragedto engagewith eachother.
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Unfortunately, if smartphones were allowed at school, there would be a
sinkholein this plan. Studentswould rather surf the internet than play with peers.
In addition to this, pupilsmight play video gamestogether and though this seems
idealistic,childrenshouldbe encouragedto usetheir imaginationto enhancetheir
creativityrather than follow a concretevideogame. Whippingout a smartphonein
front of other students to play gameswould entice other students like moths
drawn to flames. Thisresultsin studentsflockingtowardsa screenand insteadof
socialisingover joined interests in a game,the attention is mainly directed at an
inanimateobject.

In the intensedebateover whether smartphonesshouldbe allowed at school,
the advantagesseemto be in favour. In caseof anemergency,smartphonesmakeit
easierfor parents to contact children,hencethey are thought to be an essential
item. However, the consequencesof adding these chocolate bar sized devices
outweighthe positivesidesby far. ThesedevicesclearlycaptivateaŎƘƛƭŘΩǎattention
and distract them from completing tasks. Additionally, smartphones prevent
studentsfrom beingableto socialisewith eachother. Theseexamplesareproof of
why addingthesedevicesto a schoolenvironmentis an absolutemistake. Thisis
alsothe answerto the questionaskedbefore: shouldschoolsencouragethis kind
of popularity in smartphones?Basedon the evidence,I believethe answerto be,
no.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

Thisis a solid essaythrough and through. Therewere a few hiccups,but
overall,this is a reallygreatpieceof writing. Yousupportedyour thoughts
verywell andtalkedaboutsomeimportant issuesin a thoughtfulway.

Overall,there are just a coupleof placeswhere you could improve. For
example,the sentence,ά{ƳŀǊǘǇƘƻƴŜǎare a distraction and can deviate
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩattention and lead to major socialisationƛǎǎǳŜǎέhasone too
manyΨŀƴŘǎΣΩanda simplefix would be to changethe first one to aΨǘƘŀǘ.Ω
Forword choice,mostof your writing isveryformal,exceptwhenyouadd
first-personpronouns. Theseare alwaysseenas informal, and shouldbe
avoided. For next time, think to use the passivevoice. For example,the
sentence,άLhaveseenhow personalcomputersΧέcanbe changedtoάLǘ
can be seen how personal computersΧέBesidesthese two things, the
essaywasvery well written and I enjoyedreadingit very much. Keepup
the greatwork, becauseyouhavea talent for writing!
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Smartphonesarebecominga majorpart of peopleΩs livesnowadays,be it adults
or children. Teenagersespeciallyare very attachedto their smartphones,except
when they are in school, where smartphonesare prohibited. While a lot of
studentsare complainingabout why smartphonesare not allowedin school,have
they thought about why this rule is imposed? In fact, banning the use of
smartphonesin schoolhasmorebenefitsthanonewould think of.

Most teenagersuse their phonesto play games,scroll on socialmedia, chat
with friends, watch videos and other forms of entertainment. While it is very
convenientto be ableto do all thesethingson onedevice,it isalsoverydistracting
for studentswhen they are in school. Studentswill surelyfind their smartphones
moreentertainingthan the lessonsthey aretaking,whichwill not onlycausethem
to lose focus on their learningbut also show disrespecttowards their teachers,
whichwill greatlyaffect their conductin the future if they arenot taught to change
this habit earlier. When they do not listen to their teachersduring class,they will
havea hardtime catchingup after class,whichis time consumingandalsodifficult.
Their gradeswill also drop significantlybecausethey couldnΩt hear additional,
important informationprovidedby the teacheroutsideof the textbook,whichthey
cannotrefer to whentheystudyat home.

The main reason why parents give teenagersa smartphoneis becausethey
want to be able to reachtheir childrenwhen they are out on their own to ensure
their safety. However, studentsΩsafety is guaranteedwhen they are in school,
under the careof teachers. In caseof emergencies,teacherscaneasilycontactthe
studentsΩparents,or studentscanusethe telephonesprovidedby the school. Also,
with advancingtechnology,smart card systemsare common amongschools,so
parents can easily check whether their child is in school or not on an app.
Therefore,smartphonesare not necessaryfor studentswhen they are in school
andsmartphonesshouldnot beallowed.
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It is no secret that smartphonesare very expensiveand not all families can
afford to buy one for their child, let alonethe latest modelof smartphones. Onthe
other hand,there are alsostudentsfrom wealthier familieswho canafford to buy
newer or eventhe newestsmartphones. If smartphoneswere allowedto be used
freely in school,what would the studentswith a lackof the latest technologythink?
Theywill surelyfeel disappointedbecausethey cannotparticipatein their activities.
Theymayalsobe perceiveddifferently by their classmatesasthey do not usethe
samephonemodelsasthem, makingthem feel indifferent, isolatedand even like
an outcast, which greatly lowers their esteem and senseof value. To avoid this
from happening,studentsshouldnot get the chanceto showoff their smartphones,
sothat all students,wealthyor poor,will beperceivedequally.

Themain differencebetween goingto local schooland beinghomeschooledis
that studentscan learn to interact with other people,which is a crucial life skill.
Becauseteenagersare so attachedto their smartphones,when smartphonesare
allowedto beusedin school,studentswill most likelybe on their phonesinsteadof
interactingwith their classmates. Thisis not beneficialto them becauseexcessive
time on their smartphoneswill leadto no developmentor evena lossin their social
skills,and soonenoughthey will not know how to communicatewith peopleface
to face. Studiesalsoshowthat beingoverly obsessedwith oneΩs smartphonemay
cause depression,which is harmful, especially for teenagers becausetheir
mentalityis still developing.

From a studentΩs point of view, smartphonesshouldbe allowed in school,but
they havenever taken the time to think insteadabout why smartphonesare not
allowedin the first place. Whenthey do think about it, they will realisethat there
are more advantagesthan disadvantagesregardingthe banningof smartphonesin
school. Thussmartphonesshouldnot be allowedin schoolto benefit studentsand
ensurethat they arelearninghealthily,happilyandeffectively.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

Overall,this essayis verywell written andmakessomeinterestingpoints.
You have strong feelingsabout this topic and it showsin your writing!
However,there are somethingsthat you couldperhapsdo differently. In
almost all of your body paragraphs,you have what is called a slippery
slope fallacy. These are types of arguments that say άif X
happens/doesnΩt happen, Y will then happen as a result.έThistype of
argumentcanjump to conclusions,andsoperhapsyou couldthink about
how to supportyour argumentsa bit differently. Otherthan this, youdid a
wonderfuljob, andit wasa pleasurereadingyouressay!
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With the introduction of the smartphone in 1992, our lives have changed
drastically. At the swipeof a finger, a multitude of taskscanbe completedin less
than a second. Thesegadgetshave undoubtedly provided us with convenience,
mobility, and functionalityτbut are they suitableto be usedin school?Givenmy
age,youmightbesurprisedto hearthat my answerisa resoluteno.

Smartphoneshaveindubitablyimprovedour daily lives. Millions of applications
can be downloaded to satisfy our needs for different services, the latest
information andsocialinteraction. With the whole internet underour fingertips,it
mayseemlike this deviceisneargodly.

When applied to school,smartphonescan certainly aid learning experiences.
Theability to accessa seaof knowledgeand information allowsstudentsto learn
more efficiently with the help of these extra resources. Furthermore, the
connectivity smartphonesbring can enhancestudent-teacher relationshipsand
boostin-classcommunication.

The aforementioned benefits are exactly why the smartphone has had a
meteoric rise of popularity. TheaverageHongKongcitizen is sure to haveone in
hand when travelling, working, and resting. Smartphones seem to be an
unbelievabletechnicaladvancementfor humankindτbut is it reallyasperfect as
it seems?

Firstly, there is the prominent concern of vision. An Apple a day keeps the
doctor awayΧor doesit? Thelight from the screenirritates our eyesandthe small
monitor causesstrain. In addition, studieshaveshownthat the blue light emitted
by smartphones suppress the production of the sleep-regulating hormone
melatonin. Childrenand teenagersalreadyhavebusyschedulesfilled to the brim
with work andactivity,whichoften causesinsomnia. If smartphoneswere allowed
in school too, added to the frequent usageout of school, the effects would be
devastating.
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Gambling, drinking, smokingΧare smartphonesanother societal concern for
addiction to be added to this list? The feature of endlessknowledgeis a curse
disguisedas a blessingτ preciselybecauseof its nature to supply users with
infinite entertainment, we often find ourselvesscrolling aimlesslyon different
platforms,entrancedby all the thingsto explore. No man is an islandτunlesshe
has a smartphone. This is exactly why smartphonesshould never set foot in a
classroom. Studentsstruggleto pay attention in classbecauseof this distraction,
teachersare frustratedwith the lackof engagementand learningis not effectiveat
all.

In addition,studieshaveproventhat smartphonescreatea senseof loneliness.
Contraryto the belief that smartphonespromote closerelationshipsonline, social
media does not produce as much emotional closenessas in-person interaction.
Furthermore,social media causescomparisonsince people only share the best
partsof their life that they want othersto see. Ourconfidenceandself-esteemare
erodedaswe becomehookedon this device. Theusageof smartphonesin school
would only enhancetheseeffectsbecauseof their accessibility,evenencouraging
issueslike cyberbullying.

What a student needsis a healthy life full of love, care,and proactivelearning.
Smartphonesseemto changeour lives for the better, but the disadvantagesand
side effects it brings most definitely outweigh the benefits. Schoolsare in loco
parentisτ it shouldbe a placeprovidingstudentswith protection, a placewhere
students can be focusedon learning without distractions. Technologyshould be
used to aid learning at school, however in this case of the smartphone, it
completely dominates ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩminds and takes away their concentration.
Therefore,I stand firm in my belief that smartphonesshouldnever be allowed in
school.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

This was a really creative take on this topic! I loved the way that you
raisedall of thesequestionsin your writing. Youmakesomegreatpoints,
but there are too many things mentioned overall. Next time, focus on
three really solid points and talk about them more in detail; this will
strengthenyour argumentand still allow you the creative freedom that
youshowedhere! 29
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With the vigorousdevelopmentof technology,we cando nearlyall thingswith
just a smartphoneand growingup in this environment,manystudentsare digital
natives. Nearly every teenager has accessto a smartphone. Since this is an
inevitable trend, I welcome the use of smartphonesin schoolsas it not just
enhanceslearningefficiencybut alsoteachingefficiency.

To begin with, allowingphonesin schoolcan help facilitate ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩlearning
progressby supplementinglessonswith digital materials. We all knowthat there is
much to learn in classbut the teachingtime is limited, so if we canget necessary
materialsimmediatelyfrom the Internet, much time canbe savedfor studentsto
discoverand discussmore. Also,it canensurethat the syllabuscanbe completed
within the time limit. There is much the Internet can offer, so studentscan get
multifacetedinformation there with a few simpleclickson their smartphones,and
they can explore the core of the topics taught from multiple anglesto have a
deeperunderstanding.

Meanwhile, students can do group projects by using apps to share their
thoughts instantly. For example,in sciencelessons,we are supposedto conduct
experimentsin groups. However,during the pandemic,group work is impossible.
Therefore,watchingthe experimentvideoson the smartphoneis a good way to
build a better understandingof the topic without circumstantiallimitations; with
the assistanceof appslike GoogleJamboard, voicerecordingandcamerafunctions
from their phones, students and teachers can share and make discoveries
immediately. Unliketraditional learningtoolsandmethods,this cansavetime from
preparingexperimentsandpresentations. Thus,studentscanlearnmoreefficiently
andhavea clearerconceptastheycanhaveextratime to delveinto lessontopics.

Whenstudentsare allowedto usesmartphonesin class,it canhelp teachersto
create an interactive, lively atmosphereand assessǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩlearning progress
with the use of online educationalgames. Playingis conduciveto our ōǊŀƛƴΩǎ
learning and information retention. Accordingto a recent survey of ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ
learning experiencedone by HKU,nearly 50% of secondarystudents felt bored
duringlessonsandthusthey wereseldomwilling to answerquestions.
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On the other hand, mobile phones make constant, immediate interaction
possible. with the scoringand awardfunction providedby appssuchasClassDojo,
studentswill be motivated to raise their handsto take part in in-classactivities
becauseof its novel functions and enticing user interface. Another exampleis
Kahoot, whichcanhold quizcompetitionswith joyful backgroundmusic,whichcan
alsoattract studentsto engagein in-classactivities. Studentscanbe highlyengaged,
answerǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩquestionsby texting their responseto a number, and then live
results can instantly be reviewed by the class. This way, teachers can quickly
determine the overall understanding of a topic, adjust their lesson plans
accordingly,andpromotetheir teachingefficiency.

In brief, althoughallowingstudentsto usesmartphonesduring classmay bring
distractionor causedisciplinaryproblems,the benefitsτ enhancingthe teaching
and learningefficiencyτ outweigh the drawbacks. Therefore,it is time to change
the negativeimageof smartphonesthat has alwaysbeen there. Teachstudents
how to usesmartphoneson campusandmakethem a goodhelperfor studentson
their wayto becomingsmartscholars.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

Youraisesomereally great points throughout your essay,and I enjoyed
readingit very much! However,there are two things that I would like to
mention; word choiceand organization. Try to changeyourΨLΩstatements
into passivestatements,and they suddenlybecome very formal. Also,
perhaps you could take your body paragraphsand rearrange them at
randomto seehow they readandflow next time. Youwould be surprised
and how changingthe order of your content can completelychangethe
essay. All in all, it was an incredibly well-written essay,and you did a
wonderfuljob! 31
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Phones in School - To Ban or Not To Ban?

With the accelerateddevelopmentof technology,we now incorporatethe use
of smartphonesin our daily lives,whether it is work, educationor entertainment.
The question comesup: Shouldsmartphonesbe allowed in schools?I strongly
think that smartphonesshouldbeallowedin schools.

To start with, as an increasingnumber of secondaryor even primary school
studentsown smartphonesnowadays,educatorscan makeuseof this advantage
insteadof shutting it away. Somesaythat smartphonesmay distract studentsin
class. However,smartphonesareonly tools,andwe shouldbe the onescontrolling
them, not the other way around. Therefore, with proper guidanceon using
smartphones,it will not only keep students focusedin classbut also boost the
efficiencyof learning. Byintegratingthe usageof smartphonesinto the curriculum,
suchascreatingonline quizzes,readingpassagesfrom the Internet, and watching
educational videos, students will undoubtedly be more attracted to new
knowledgeandlearnwith motivation.

In addition, studentsare able to obtain information instantly by utilizing their
smartphoneswhen they do not understand their teachersΩlectures. This is
especiallyuseful as some students may feel discouragedabout asking their
teachersfor clarificationon certain topics in class. With just a tap on the screen,
students can immediately look up materialson the Internet that are related to
their courses. Multimedia,suchastext, audio,animationandvideo,canirrefutably
increaselearnersΩsenseof understanding. Not only will they be provided with
clearexplanations,but they mayalsoacquireadditionalknowledgefrom the topic
whichwill broadentheir horizons.
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Furthermore,smartphonesmight comein handywhenstudentsaretakingnotes.
It is inevitablydifficult for studentsto jot downnoteswhile simultaneouslylistening
to what their teacheris saying. Theymayevenwrite down the wrong information
in sucha rush. In this scenario, smartphonescan facilitate learners. Theycan use
their phonesto take picturesof the notes in class,type them into a document,or
even record the lectures if teachers permit. In such a manner, students can
unquestionablyconcentrateon teachingsin class,andnot beingableto take notes
will not be a worry anymore. Studentsmaysimplylook backon their digital notes
after classfor reference,whichareaccurateandcomprehensible.

To conclude,smartphonesare advantageoustools that can unequivocallyhelp
studentslearnwith efficiencyandprovideaccurateinformation for their reference.
Astechnologyadvances,new learningmethodsshallalsobe introducedin order to
promoteeffectivelearning. Hence,it iscertainthat smartphonesshouldbe allowed
in school.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

Overall, this is a solid essay,and I really enjoyed reading it! ItΩs very
consistent,and it showsa strongfoundation. Yourfirst point is by far the
strongestoneyoumake; usually,the strongestpointsshouldgoat the end.
Sometimes,all it takes is some rearrangingand rereadingto see which
points are stronger,and which points need to be reworked! However,it
wasanawesomeessay,andyoushouldbeproudof what youwrote!
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Recently,there have been discussionsabout whether smartphonesshould be
allowed in school. In my opinion, smartphonesshouldbe allowed in schoolgiven
that there are proper rules regulating their uses during lessons. Many people
believe that bringingsmartphonesto schoolmay causedistractionsto students.
However,a recent researchfrom the Universityof Nottingham leadsmore and
more people to believe that mobile phonescan in fact be a άǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭlearning
ǘƻƻƭέΣservingasa mobilecomputerin class.

If properlymanaged,smartphonescanbe usedastools to help childrenlearn in
the classroom. Teacherscantake advantageof smartphonesby providingstudents
with resourcesrelevantto the topic that they are learning. Thiscanincludevideos,
newsstories,online discussiongroupsand more. For example,short videoshave
beenprovedto be more effective in capturingǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩattention and developing
their understandingof the material. Thus,allowingsmartphonesto be usedduring
lessonscanincreaseǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩinterestin learningandisbeneficialto the students.

In addition, allowing students to accessthese resourcesin class can help
encourageparticipationanddiscussions. Smartphonescangivestudentsaccessto
more information, enablingthem to researchmore about a topic while having
classdiscussions. Thisis especiallyapplicablefor current eventsthat havenot yet
been coveredin schooltextbooks. Hence,the useof smartphonescanalsomake
lessonsmoreengagingto students.

Furthermore,most phonesnow havecalendaroptionson them. Thisis an easy
way for students to keep track of their assignmentsand upcomingtests. Since
rarely do teenagersleave their phonesbehind, it would be easier for them to
managetheir work digitally, than trying to keep track on a piece of paper that
couldeasilyget lost or damaged.
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Forsafetyreasons,it shouldbe allowedto usesmartphonesin schoolif there is
anyemergency,parentscaneasilyinform their childrenandviceversa. It alsohelps
after school time if the children have any problem when they are travelling to
schoolor returning home, they can inform their parentsimmediately. Other than
this, in caseof adverseweather conditions such as typhoons which causethe
school to be closed,it would causefar lesshasslefor the school,students and
parents if the students could contact their parents themselves. Comparedto
studentsstandingin line at a schoolphoneor the secretarialstaff waiting to make
calls,allowingstudentsto bring their own smartphonesis clearlymuch faster and
more convenient. Therefore, smartphones serve as an efficient way for
communicationwhenemergenciesoccur.

In conclusion,we are living in the twenty-first century, electronicsare moving
their way into our livesandǘƘŜǊŜΩǎnothing we cando to stop the trend. Applying
smartphonesto learning added more flexibility and engagementin the learning
process. It thoroughly facilitated the way teachers, parents, and students
communicate. Therefore,usingtechnologyin schoolis not only inevitablebut also
realisticandbeneficialto all the stakeholders. I believethat smartphonesshouldbe
allowedin school,particularlyfor educationalandsafetyreasons.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

This is a great essay!Your overall sentencestructure is good, but you
couldhaveusedsomedifferent language. Synonymsare your friend! You
thought of somereallygreat real-life ideasaswell. Calendaroptions is in
fact very convenient,but as a stand-alone point, it just falls a bit short.
Think biggernext time! Perhapshow information can be organizedand
storedwould be a better option, with the digital calendarasa supporting
point. All in all, greatjob, andkeepup the amazingwork!
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Ψ.ƻǊƛƴƎΩandΨŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΩare two commonwordswhich HongKongstudentsoften
use nowadaysto comment on their lessons. Recently,there has been a heated
debateon whether smartphonesshouldbe allowedin school. Whilesomeschools
in HongKongsuggestedusingsmartphonesin order to arouseǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩinterest in
class,others arguethat this practicemay lead to a breakdownof disciplinein the
classroom. From my point of view, ƛǘΩǎabout time that schoolsembracedthe
adoptionof smartphonesin school.

In the aspectof education,smartphonescanbe usefulfor studentsto facilitate
their learning. Firstly,smartphonesareportable,whichareconvenientfor students
to bring to school. With their smartphones,studentsareableto takenotesat their
fingertips. Besides,these handhelddevicescan also provide students with easy
accessto extra information by letting them researchmore about a topic while
havingclassdiscussions. Thisis especiallytrue for current eventswhich havenot
been covered in textbooks yet. More importantly, thanks to the educational
software, teachers have more opportunities to interact with students through
smartphonesandparentsareableto checktheir progresstoo. Undeniably,the use
of smartphones is critical for schools which want to make a significant
breakthroughin the educationsystem.

Besidesthe benefits in education, the use of smartphoneshelps prevent
deforestation. Generally,papers are used to provide worksheetsand different
paper assignmentsto students. Recentresearchshowedthat about forty percent
of paperswere saveddue to a surgein the useof smartphonesin schools. In fact,
there hasbeen increasedavailabilityof educationalapplications. Accordingto the
researchconductedby New America,as of June2019, there were over 80,000
educationalapplicationsavailablein the Appstore. Asa result,schoolscanreplace
printed worksheetsandnotesby usingsoft copiesande-books. More importantly,
schools should also educate students about how to use their smartphones
appropriately. Shouldschoolsintroducethe allowanceof smartphones,the useof
paperwill becut down.
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Somehold the belief that smartphonesmay contribute to classdistractionand
inattention. Toprevent it, schoolscanjust simplyestablisha numberof restriction
policieson smartphones. For instance,students can only use smartphoneswith
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩpermissionfor educationalpurposesduring class. Besides,schoolscan
also proposean incentive schemefor the appropriate usageof smartphones. A
total ban on smartphones,which may lead to an adverseeffect, is definitely not a
wisechoice.

Unlike the old days,not only are more topics and issuesbeing introducedand
taught,whicharenot coveredby textbooks,but the information is alsonot enough
to supplementthe needsof learnersin the 21st century.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

Youmakesomereally great points here! Youclearlythought a lot about
this topic before writing your essay. For next time, try to write out your
main points with all of your support before writing your first draft to see
how everything is connected. This will help you with your organization
and overall content quality. However, it was an awesome essay
nonetheless; keepup the greatwork!
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Therehave been a lot of discussionslately concerningwhether smartphones
should be allowed in school. Due to the undesirableeffects which smartphones
may bring, some people argue that smartphonesshould be banned in school.
However,as a student, I hold a strong belief that all schoolsshouldgive a green
light to usingthem becauseof the followingthree reasons.

Firstandforemost,with the wide arrayof learningresourcesfrom smartphones,
we can explore the world of knowledgemore widely and effectively. There are
varioustypesof appsandwebsitesavailableon smartphones,andthey allow usto
access so much information within just a few seconds. Furthermore, the
information and knowledgefrom printed books may becomeoutdated and not
align with the current curriculumas the world keepson changingevery second.
Thanks to the efficiency of smartphones nowadays, we can get the latest
information in the shortest period possible. Hence, smartphones should be
allowedin schoolsothat studentscanlearnproductivelyandextensively.

Moreover, the useof smartphonesin classcanalsoenhanceǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩinterests
in learning knowledge and the joy of living life with curiosity. Many apps on
smartphoneshavebeencreatedfor educationalpurposes. Thoseappsusuallyhelp
studentsacquireknowledgein the form of funny games,with which studentscan
learn through fun. If you were a student, you would also love to learn in sucha
harmoniousway instead of reading boring words in dull books,ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘyou?
Besides,studieshavedemonstratedthat learningis not a one-off event. It requires
repetition and dedication. If the processof learning is fun, students will stay
curiousandkeepcomingbackfor more. Dueto thesereasons,we canseethat the
useof smartphonesin classcanmotivate studentsto keepstudying,which will be
the criticalkeyto lifelonglearning.
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Lastbut not least,smartphonesare eco-friendlier substitutesto manywasteful
learningmaterialsin school. Surprisingly,schoolsarethrowing loadsof wasteaway,
and most of the waste from schoolsusuallycomesfrom paper. With the large
storageof data on smartphones,we can savemany e-books within just a single
smartphone. Byreplacinge-bookswith traditional printed books,we candefinitely
lower the total amountof wasteproduced. ²ƘŀǘΩǎmore,smartphonesaredurable
so they are less likely to end up in landfills. Most electronic componentsinside
smartphones are recyclable, too. Therefore, schools can go green by using
smartphonesin schoolto reducethe productionof possiblewaste.

Somemay claim that smartphonesshouldnot be allowed in schoolbecausethey
can lead to cyberbullying,cheating,or lack of concentrationin class. Admittedly,
the useof smartphonesmaycausethe above. However,aseverycoinhastwo sides,
the key to reducingtheseunwanteddrawbacksis to educatestudentson how to
usesmartphonesproperly. Schoolsshoulddraw somerules to regulatethe useof
smartphones. For instance,only allow students to use smartphonesunder the
supervisionof their teachers. In addition,teachersshouldalsoteachstudentswhat
they should not do when using smartphones,such as not to bully others and
spreadrumors. After that, studentscan surelymakegood useof smartphonesto
learnandgrowby themselves.

Due to the reasonsmentioned above, I believe that smartphonescan do more
good than harm in aǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlife. Therefore,I stronglysuggestthat smartphones
should be allowed in school. It is hoped that all schoolscan give it a go and
students can gain a better education with all the advantagessmartphonescan
bring.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

Thiswasa reallygreat read,and it wasalsovery informational! However,
you should always have a title! Even something as simple as ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ
Smartphonesbe allowedin {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΚέwould be great. Yourorganizationis
strong,and you includeda spacefor talkingabout the counterpoints. Try
to also rephraseyour ΨLΩstatementsto remove the pronouns; it would
makeit more formal. Otherthan that, this wasa wonderfulessay,andyou
did a fantasticjob! 39
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Imagineif the government issueda ban on all smartphonesright now, how
would you feel? You may think this would causea huge nuisanceto your life,
severelyaffect your working productivity, or even make your relationship with
othersgo downhill. Indeed,with our rapidlyadvancingtechnology,it is undeniable
that smartphonesplay an integral role in our lives. On that account, I strongly
concurthat studentsshouldpossessthe right to usesmartphonesin schools.

Firstly, smartphonesallow students to do their own research. Equippedwith
easyaccessto the Internet, studentscan searchfor relevant information at any
time to supplementtheir knowledgeanddeveloptheir curiosityon certain topics.
For example,watchingapplicableYouTubevideosengagesstudentsin the lesson
more,especiallythosewho arevisualandauditorylearners.

Secondly,teachers could utilize various learning apps to enhance learning
productivity,includingemployingvideotutorials,usefulwebsitesandonlinegames,
suchasthe increasinglypopularΨKahootΩandΨQuizizzΩ, which you mayhaveheard
of. Not only doesthis prompt studentsto learn in an enjoyableatmosphere,but it
also involvesstudents in competition with their classmates,shapingthem into
sedulouspeople.

Thirdly,different smartphoneappscould aid students in improving their time
managementand organizationalskills, such as calendarand planner apps. For
instance,ΨGoogleClassroomΩ, an appwidelyusedby schoolsdue to the pandemic,
helps students organizetheir assignmentsand reminds them of upcomingdue
dates. Asa result, studentswill becomemore active in their studiesif they make
useof smartphonesappropriately.

Furthermore,usingsmartphonescan increasethe senseof safety. In caseof a
crisis,suchas medicalemergencies,kidnappings,or fires at school,studentscan
contacttheir parentsswiftly, improvingthe situationconsiderablysincecontacting
parentsmediatedby the schooloften takestime. Thereare also instanceswhen
parentsneedto get aholdof their child for someimportant reasonor to checkup
on them on why theyarerunninglate.
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In addition, the application of smartphones in schools is good for the
environment. As you can imagine,relying on smartphonesas the main sourceof
learningmaterialswill significantlyreducethe amountof paperwastegeneratedby
worksheets,assignmentsand schoolnotices. In particular, sixteenschoolsin the
ClarkstownCentralSchoolDistrict in NewYorkhavealreadygonepaperless,saving
millions of sheets of paper annually. Henceforth, this practice encourageseco-
friendlyalternatives,makingit worthwhile to pursue.

However, it would be inequitable to leave out all the disadvantagesof using
smartphonesin schools. Themost prominent concernis studentswill misusetheir
smartphonesin class. Studentsmaybe distractedby the extensiverangeof games,
social media and texting apps on their phones, attributing to their decreased
concentrationin class. Theymayevenbecomeaddictedto theseonline platforms,
diminishing their learning potential. Somestudents may also partake in or fall
victim to cyberbullying. However,this problemcanbe solvedeffectivelyif teachers
implement a smartphone policy. For example, students who use phones
appropriatelycanearnpointsor extracredit, utilizingpositivereinforcement,while
thosewho breakthe ruleswill receivesuitablepunishments,producinga deterrent
effect.

Byand large,allowingsmartphonesin schoolsoffers manybenefits to students
and teachersalike, while the disadvantagesof this practicecan be counteredby
efficacioussupervisionof teachers. As the famous Americanphilosopher,John
Dewey,oncesaid,ΨIf we teachtodayaswe taughtyesterday,we rob our childrenof
tomorrow.ΩThus, if we can apply the technologyof smartphonesaptly, we will
surelycomea longwayin perfectingeducation.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

Thiswas a very informative and thought-out essay!Youprovided many
different points, which canbe a good thing or a bad thing dependingon
how you look at it. Usually,a strong essaywill have three really solid
points will detail and support for eachof them. If you havesix points, it
can sometimesfeel like you arenΩt focusingenoughon any given thing.
Regardless,the points you madewere very niceand it clearlyshowsthat
you thought a lot about this topic. Hone in on those strong points, and
youhavea fantasticpieceof writing here!
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Thecreationof the smartphonehasundeniablyalteredthe courseof humanlife,
not fallingbehind in the world of education. In this age,it is commonpracticefor
schoolsto ban the useof smartphones,but doesbanningmobile phonesactually
do any good?While some might argue that phonescausedistractions,promote
cheatingandplagiarism,the prosof havinga cell phonein handeasilyoutshineits
cons.

First, the usageof electronicdevicesfacilitatesbetter learning. A smartphonein
handprovidesimmediate,quickaccessto the Internet, enablingstudentsto easily
gain accessto all sorts of information online. Theopen door to the Internet also
entitles studentsto a unique learningopportunity - independence. Theability to
learn without assistancelets studentsexplore solutionsthemselves,rather than
solely relying on their educatorsfor answers. Moreover, educationalapplications
that foster interactive learning becomeseffortlessly attainable. Finally, mobile
deviceshelp studentslearn comfortablyand efficiently, varioustypes of learners
such as auditory or visual learners can utilize diverse learning modes in their
academiclife at school.

Secondly, flexibility in learning is enhancedwith the help of cell phones. Not
only is a mobile phone convenientfor organizationand communication,it is also
environmentallyfriendly andhelpsstudentssavemoney. Thousandsof files,notes
and researchpapersalongwith rich digital resourcescan all be accumulatedin a
singlesmartphone. Pupilscanmakegooduseof electronicschedules,organization
applicationsand e-learning platforms to track their learning and be systematic.
Students can communicate with teachers and friends anytime, anywhere.
Additionally,pupils can avoid printing out a piece of information, just to end up
reading it once in class. The conversionof paper-basedmaterials to electronic
format benefitsMother Nature(andour wallets)too.
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On a final note, the implementation of the smartphone into daily life is
inevitable. It is a popularbelief that smartphonesin schoolcauseissues,but why is
that? Ratherthan banningsomethingthat will undoubtedlyappearin work later on
in life, just for the sakeof avoidingthe misuseof it, why not teachteenagersto use
it the right wayinstead?Thesubjectof computerliteracyexistsexactlyfor students
to get a deeperunderstandingof current technology,usinga smartphoneƛǎƴΩǘany
different. Instead of keeping students from using it, incorporating it in the
classroomand instructingpupils on the best way to apply its functionsefficiently
while guidingthem to reduceabuseandaddictionwill surelybe of assistancein the
long run. Schoolscan actuallyprevent casesof cyber-bullying,plagiarismor even
procrastinationcausedbyprolongedscreentime too.

In closing,the smartphonehas truly transformed the educationalexperience.
Even though whether it is a beneficial learning tool or a nuisance is still a
controversialtopic, the advantagesof being able to use a smartphonein school
readily surpassall disadvantages. Smartphonesin schoolpreparestudentsfor life
ahead,andis favourablypracticalin enrichinglearning,ǿƘŀǘΩǎnot to love?

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

Thiswas a really well-organizedessaythat wasa joy to read! Youhad a
reallygreatstructurethat developednaturallyfrom onepoint to the next.
Fornext time, perhapsinsteadof askingsomanyquestions,answerthem!
Thiswould provide the reader with more supportingevidencefor your
argumentrather than beingleft wonderingwhat the answeris. All in all,
though,youwrote a fantasticessay!Keepup the greatwork!!
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Technologyhas developedand advancedin recent years. There is no denying
that smartphoneshavebecomepart and parcelof ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎdaily life. According
to a new nationallyrepresentativesurveypresentedby CommonSenseMedia,84
percent of teenagersnow have their own phonesin the United States. Recently,
whether smartphonesshouldbe allowed in schoolhasbecomea debatableand
controversialissue. Whilesomeclaimthat it isbeneficialfor studentsto bring their
smartphonesto school,it ismy convictionthat it would be detrimentalto students.
In the following, I am goingto put forward three argumentsto explainwhy using
smartphonesin schoolshouldnot bepermitted.

To begin with, using smartphonesin school would cause distractions and
interruptions. Lately,a researchconductedby the Universityof Oxfordshowsthat
studentschecktheir phonesin the classroomon averagemore than 11 timesa day.
Justimaginethat, if the majority of studentsare usingtheir smartphonesto check
socialmediaandtext someirrelevantmessagesto their friendsduringthe lessons,
what would be the outcome? Apparently, it leads to disruptions in classand
teachersmayhaveto keepremindingstudentsto turn off their devicesconstantly.
Thereis no doubt that the efficiencyof teachingand learningwill decrease. With
that beingthe case,smartphonesshouldbeprohibited in schoolasit will adversely
affectǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩacademicperformance.

In addition, the use of smartphoneswould reducethe amount of face-to-face
interactionsamongstudents. Asyoungstudentstend to havelessself-control, they
may be glued to their phonesall day. It will becomemore difficult for them to
connect with other students and have social activities, resulting in fewer
opportunities to create precious memories with their schoolmates. {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ
socialskills,such as languageexpressionability and the ability of reading facial
expressions,will undeniablydeteriorateor evenbe lost. ThisputsǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩfuture
in jeopardy. A MITprofessor,SherryTurkle, haspublisheda bookcalledΨwŜŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ
/ƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΩ. In the book,shestatedthat we mayloseour ability to havedeeper,
more spontaneousconversationswith others if we rely on smartphones. In this
case,I strongly believe that smartphonesshould be banned in schoolas it will
affectǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩsocialcommunications.
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Ontop of that, allowingstudentsto usemobile phonesin schoolwould lead to
an increasein cyberbullying. A surveydone by the Telecomfirm, Openet, found
that approximately42 percent of heavy cellphoneusers(those who send more
than 60 textson a typicalschoolday)haveengagedin cyberbullying. Sincestudents
have more time to accesssocial media in school when they have their mobile
phones with them, it provides more possibilities for them to give impulsive
responsesto their ǇŜŜǊǎΩmessages. It is commonknowledgethat cyberbullyingwill
giverise to depressionand sorrow,which severelyaffectsǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩmental health.
Asa result,it isa must to banmobilephonesin school.

In conclusion,it is my firm belief that mobile phonesshouldnot be allowed in
schoolasthere aremanydrawbacks. Not onlywill distractionsandinterruptionsbe
caused, but the amount of social interactions will also be reduced and the
percentageof cyberbullyingwill increaseas well. Although smartphonesprovide
easyaccessto information, schoolscan provide other means,suchas iPadsand
computers,for studentsto learnbetter. It is not necessaryfor studentsto usetheir
smartphonesin school. It is time for schoolsto considerthe issue.

WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ

This is a strong essaywith a rock-solid foundation! You hit all the key
points and covered them very well. For next time, perhapsyou could
review all of your adjective modifiers to make sure that there is no
repetition. A lot of yourά·and Yƴƻǳƴέphrasesuseadjectivesthat are
very close in meaning. Just remember, being concise is key, and
sometimessimple is better! Other than that, you did a wonderful job!
Keepup the greatwork! 45
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