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English Writing
Competition

Objectives
» To encourage secondary school students in Hong Kong and Macau to realize their English .
writing talents. -

» To advocate the good habit of magazines reading for Hong Kong and Macau teenagers and
develop insights on social affairs issues and related subjects that are affecting their daily lives.

» To share well-written articles with the public through Mag Digest e-magazine and provide
opportunities for students to become a young contributor/editor!
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WINNER
Eligibility Trophy and Certificate
Bookshop Coupon HK$1,500
All Hong Kong and Macau secondary schools students Magazines Coupon HK$1,000

(S.1-S.6/Year7-Year 13)
1st RUNNER-UP
Topics of Writing Trophy and Certificate
2 . Bookshop Coupon HK$1,200
Junior Section: 5.1-S.3 (Year 7-9) Magazines Coupon HK$800
“Should smartphones be allowed in school?”
2nd RUNNER-UP

Senior Section: S.4-S.6 (Year 10-13) Trophy and Certificate
“If you became a social media influencer, what would you post about?” Bookshop Coupon HK$1,000
Magazines Coupon HK$500
Competition Rules and Registration 3rd RUNNER-UP
To Join the competition, school registration is required on or Trophy and Certificate

Bookshop Coupon HK$800
Magazines Coupon HK$400

4th RUNNER-UP
Trophy and Certificate
Bookshop Coupon HK$500
Magazines Coupon HK$400

before 30 Nov 2021. School teacher in-charge can download

the online registration form from www.magazines88.com/miywa
and email to miywa@magazines88.com

Students should read the reference article provided by publisher and

write on the topic. Students are encouraged to create a magazine cover

(PDF or JPEG format, A4 in portrait) which relates to their topic of X "

writing to express their feeling and creativity. prerrmm— = e 1CO Ofutstandmg Entries Award
ertificate

Timeline Bookshop Coupon HK$100

The Most Enthusiastic School Award
Trophy

Registration Period

1 Oct to 30 Nov 2021

Submission Period

1 Dec 2021 to
28 Feb 2022

Top 50 Merit Awards
Certificate

The Most Creative Cover Award

Trophy and Certificate
Bookshop Coupon HK$800
Magazines Coupon HK$400

Result Announcement

30 May 2022

The prizes are subject to change by Magazines International (Asia) Ltd. without any notice.

https://www.magazines88.com/miywa  Enquiry : miywa@magazines88.com Tel : 3628-6212 / 3628-6335

Magazines LR
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Magazines
International

Hong Kong = Thailand = Taiwan = Macau
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v About MI Young Writers Awar@022(MIYWA)

MI YoungWriters Award 2022 (MIYWA2022) is an annualcompetition organizedby
Magazinednternational (Asia)Limited,one of ! a Aldadrd@gmagazinesubscription
serviceprovider Thecompetitionis supportedby LiveABGnteractive EnglishGroup
(the official licenseeof the CNNnewselementfor CNNInteractiveEnglishMagaziné
asthe co-organizerand sponsoredby JointPublishing HongKong)CompanyLimited

TheO 2 Y LIS ( Reyiaknasyo®aster and recognizeexcellencen Englishwriting by
providing students with the opportunity to develop their expressivetalents and
creativity Thecompetitionis openedto studentsof secondaryschoolsin HongKong
andMacau

There are two sectionsfor entry: junior section for S1-S3 (Year7-9) and senior
sectionfor S4-S6 (Yearl0-13). Eachsectionis assignedwith a topic of writing. This
year,the themefor junior sectionis & { K 2sdzartRhonesbe allowedind OK 2 2 f K &
and for seniorsectionis & lydu becamea socialmediainfluencer, what would you =
postaboutK € i

Forenquiries,feelfree to contactour schoolteam at miywa@magaziné8.com.




Meet, the Judges

Jason CheiWice President/Editor in Chief biveABC

Education Background :

NationalChengchUniversity / Journalism Major

Soochow University / English Major

Experience:

Editor in Chief of biz Interactive English Magazine

Editor in Chief of CNN Interactive English Magazine

Editor in Chief of ABC Interactive English Magazine

Editor in Chief of How It Works Magazine Chinese Edition
Manager / Translation and Localization Department of PDM Ltd.
Manager / Translation and Localization Department of TV Time Ltd.
Associate Instructor / Language Center of Soochow University

Helen YelhExecutive Englisditor

Background Information :
Born in Taiwan and raised in the United States, Helen Yeh received her MA Degree Ve
in European Languages and Literatures from the University of London in 1992. She [ v
went on to study for her PhD. in Comparative Literature at the University of lllinois

at UrbanaChampaign. After spending over a decade in Rome, Italy, where she -
taught English composition at John Cabot University and conducted workshops on =
business communication in English for various Italian companies, Helen returned .
to her roots in Taiwan. She joinédveABGn 2010 and has held the role of writer

and executive English editor for both Live magazine and the books department.

Claire HuangChief Academic SupervisorlafeABC

Master degree from University of Southern California in TESOL

Lecturer for International Symposium on English Language Teaching at ETA
Lecturer for Reading and Writing skills at College of California Chino Hills

Lecturer for Department of Applied Foreign Languages at Lan Yang Institute of
Technology
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Education, NTNU/ CYCU

Lecturer for ESL at Adult Continuing Education Center of California Ahmanson
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Vivi, L. Wandeditorin-Chief

Education :

National Taiwan University

Bachelor of Arts, Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures
Experience :

American Magazine Center (AMC)
Editorin-Chief, Landmark English and Books
LiveABGQnteractive Cooperation

Executive Editor, CNN Interactive English
Editorin-Chief, Live Interactive English
Editorin-Chief, ALL+ Interactive English
Editorin-Chief, First Book Department

Niall LongobardiEnglishEditor

Education:

Georgia Institute of Technology | OKSt 2 NRa 2F { OASy O
a minor in Economics

Professional Background:

English Language Teacher at Shane English Schools
Curriculum Developer at Alexander Academy W
Business English and Seminar Instructor at Core and Corner
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Words from. Judges

Onbehalfof the two judgestaskedwith evaluatingthis @ S I e\,
congratulationsto all those who submitted their work and participatedin
the event Writing a proper essayis a formidable exercisein any language,
and often takesyearsof practiceto fully master We commendall of you for
the high-quality work that wasproducedfor this competition

Beingableto expressyour thoughtsandideasclearlyand logicallyon
paperis an important skill that will serveyou well throughout your entire
lives Takingpart in these competitionsis a greatway to not only put those
skillsto good use, but to also gain experienceand new insightsinto your
own writing. Do not becomediscouragedf you did not obtain the resultyou
had hoped for, but also do not become complacentif your entry landed
amongthe winners Therewill alwaysbe room for growth, improvement,
andadvancementNeverstoplearning

In regardto the judgingcriteria, there are a few points that we would
like to touch upon. Thesewill hopefully serveto encourageyou to be more
critical of your own work and provideyouwith somehelpful tips. I

Vocabulary

The right kind of vocabularycan elevate any piece of writing, especially
when well-placed As important as knowing highlevel words can be,
knowing how to use them properly is even more so. Beware of inserting
vocabularywords into your writing that do not add anythingto the quality
of your work. Suchuse of vocabularycan actually work againstyou and
resultin overly verbosewriting that is confusingand lacksflow. Sometimes
simpleisbest




Wondd from Judges

Spellingand Grammar

Thework submitted for this competition was of very high quality and
did not containalot of spellingor grammarerrors. Thereare, however,
a few points to make Thebestway to catchany spellingerrors is to

alwaysdo one final checkbefore submitting your work. Youcan also
either aska friend to checkit over for you or use a word processor
with its editing function turned on. Onelittle carelessspellingmistake
makesa big differencein competitionssuchasthis.

In regardto grammar,alwayscheckyour subjectverb agreementand

have consistentverb tense usage Knowingwhich verb tenseto useis

also important. In the senior category,the topic involved a type 2

conditional tense hypothetical question, which required the use of

could/should/wouldin the essayasopposedto simplefuture tense

Logicand Focus

When trying to present an argument, A (cfudial to use clear and
conciselogicthat R 2 S gs@any contradictions Stayon track and
do not let your reasoningrun off without you. Thebestwayto do this
Is to have clearlystructured paragraphshat feature a mainideaand
its correspondingsupportingdetails 5 2 yg@titoo caughtup in the
little details,however,andrememberto think aboutthe bigpicture,

Overall,we were veryimpressedby the quality of the work that
was submitted for this & S | b@getition Both topics are very
relevantto the issueswe facein (i 2 R Isati€gand everyonedid very
well in expressingtheir thoughts and ideas on the subjects All the
effort and hard work you put into your essaysclearlyshows,and you
shouldcertainly be very proud to have producedsuchgreat piecesof
writing. Yourwork wasboth interestingand veryinsightful It provided
us ¢ the judgesg with anin-depth look at what thesetopics meanfor
younglearnersin HongKong Ourcomplimentsto all who participated,
you all did verywell.
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English Enrichment and Liberal Study
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EnglishBulk Reading Program
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ABC / Live / All+ / CNN

(Basic / Advanced
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AL ERREE o 2000 10100
Fires Ravage* Amazon Rain Forsst.

—Jay Sailorse
"

Tens of thousands of fires burned across the Amazon rain forest in the summer of
2019, clearing more than 19,000 sare kilometers of land and raising concerns around
the world. As of August, Brezil alone had reported §7.000 forest fires, compased with
45,000 by that time the previous year +

Fises occur aatorally in the Amazon basin' cach summe by causes such as lightniag,

s much larg e factor. Farmers, in particular,
often bor lar area o open up spac for agncaltue. The resuting ash als femlizes®
the cleared land.

A ban* on burniag by the Brazilian goverumeat id litle to help. About 2,000 new
firea we ved in the 48 hours followiag the restriction. >

By August, Brazil and other Amazonian covatries were facing increasing eriticism’
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Award List

Junior Section

Junior School(In alphabetical order) Student Name

Winner PHC Wing Kwong College Liu Yan Ho

1strunnerup  German Swiss International School  GroverAnisha

St. Paul's Convent School

2nd runnerup (Secondary Section)

Law Lok Sum Sophia

3rd runnerup Diocesan Girls' School Chan Tsz Wing Sophie
4th runnerup  German Swiss International School Mok Sin Wai Kaitlyn
10 Outstanding Diocesan Girls' School Li Cheuk Wing Angie

10 Outstanding Diocesan Girls' School Chloe Wong

Hoi Ping Chamber of Commerce
Secondary School

10 Qutstanding  Holy Family Canossian College Wong Ling Yan Daniell =

10 Outstanding Lau Hoi Ying

10 Outstanding Kowloon True Light School Lee Ngo Ching ‘
10 Outstanding  PLK Celine Ho Yam Tong College Fan Ka Chung Samue
10 Outstanding Pope Paul VI College Lam Sze Yi Livia

10 Outstanding  St. Paul's Geducational College Mak Wing Tung Gloria
St. Paul's Convent School

i 10 Outstanding (Secondary Section) Liu YarKiuTianna
10 Qutstanding Tin Ka Ping Secondary School Wu Yuxuan
Junior Award School
Junior The Most Enthusiastic School Awe PuiKiuCollege
Junior The Most Creative Cover Award SKH Tsol Kung Po

Secondary School
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The Most Creative Cover Award

Junior Section

Rascalenica
ZheenGalano

SKH Tsoi Kung Po
Secondary School




Should

= b'¢ allowed
™ ‘

- in s -

'Md&@#vj lage? =earea |

Is it an advantag

B —

]|

SHOULD STUDENTS BE
ALLOWED TO USE THEIR

SMARTPHONES

AT SCHOOL?

{1 QR Code - MAIS S EWEERY - RFHHARRBBRAST </ P54k /

HE)3EE

www.magazines88.com/miywa  July 2022 GHE

OUNG Should Smartphones be Allowed
Y
WRITE IN  SCHool ?

[ Q) wwssser

| AHBTAGANEN RS . HEBA T RAREES |

&B45H HK657T




128 QR Code » BB/ ERERX - EXNMBRERBNE </ a8 /

e

www.magazines88.com/miywa July 2022 o A%

FHREBCHRBRINE - HRLNW - BENO R ! HB1SM HK65T

1286 QR Code » MR AEWESRY  FHMRBABRBAE /P58 /

AHECHERLME - ERNNE  BEANTMEMEE !  ZBRMHKEST

filii QR Code » A BNBEY « TERRRIBERANE P/ Pa8R

BEhEE

www.magazines88.com/miywa  July 2022 o@ﬁ

ARITHBRIEMR - R - BTN RE2REE !

&K HK657T

14



288 QR Code - B A EWIERY - BPHARRELBAT ¢/ PSR /

MAGAZINES INTERNATIONAL E;U*‘-‘-‘-ﬁ

www.magazines88.com/miywa July 2022 a =13

SHOULD
SMARTPHONES_BE
ALLOWED IN
SCHOOL?

ARECFRAIGRNR - BECRHER - MEANXCIRIAAES | FE15E HKEST

##68 QR Code - B A EKERY - FFAMBRBRBRANET /Pl /

B E)2R5E

www.magazines88.com/miywa  July 2021 a Ak

FHBEARBRRR - BARE - WEAIMERMEE | F 8156 HK65T



\
' Liu Yan Ho

Junior Sectiorg Winner \ }/ PHCWing Kwong
Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in schoo/m College

. SAY3I AaYINI $AGK &aYINILK2YS dzaSé ?2{ K2 d.

As the article, & . S Bnyad with smartphonedza Pdints out, smartphones
have become an indispensablepart of our lives We can accessa variety of
applicationswith a pushof a button. Onlinepurchasesresearchandfood ordering
can all be done with ease, despite time and location However, the use of
smartphoneshas always been prohibited on school campusessince it can be
demandingfor teachersto supervise Are smartphonesa boon or a bane for
students?

Smartphonesanbring numerouseducationaladvantagedo both studentsand
teachers Usingsmartphones studentscan use the dictionary effortlesslyto find
vocabularyitems. Thissavesa lot of time for studentsasthey R 2 yh&éto search
for a word page by page in a traditional dictionary Meanwhile for teachers,
adoptinge-teachingin classcanbe motivating for students Indeed,manyschools
in HongKonghavealreadybeen usinge-learning Teachergjivein-classquizzeso
studentsvia electronicdevicesand studentscanseea reaktime scoreboardon the
screen Thiskind of competition can motivate studentsto learn by lifting up the
atmosphere Allowing smartphonesin schoolstherefore can be revolutionaryin
termsof teachingandlearning

In contrastto this, the use of smartphoneson campusmay also bring several
negativeimpactsto students Underthe effectsof smartphoneaddiction,students
might not be able to concentrate in class and with the ease and constant
temptation of accessinghe Internet, they may just think about their gamesand
socialmediainsteadof the content of the lesson Moreover, if studentsviolate the \
rules and use smartphonesfor entertainment in class,it can be difficult for &
teachersto spot By that time, their smartphoneswill have becomea complete
distractionfor the students Evenworse,socialmediacanbe a potential dangerfor .
students Asteenagersare more susceptibleto peerinfluence,they are more likely
to be obsessedwith socialmedia, which virtually connectsteenagerswith their
friends A report by CommonSenseMediafound that more than a third of teens
visitedtheir main socialnetworkingsite severaltimes a day. Allowingsmartphones
to enter schoolcampusesnay further worsenthe situation for alreadyobsessed
students It can be detrimental for & ( dzR $n¢niiaBh@alth since social media
addiction may, accordingto the report, lead to depression,anxiety, and sleep
deprivation E |

\ ¥
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Although using smartphoneson campuswill bring both positive and negative
effects,on the whole, the positiveimpactsoutweighthe negativeones Thereare
no alternativesthat can help studentsto learn as effectivelyas smartphoneswith
its clear advantagesin enliveningclassesand motivating students Furthermore,
the negativeeffectscanbe minimizedwith proper measuresForsupervisionthere
are someappsthat canmonitor & (i dzR ShyaidpadReactivity, preventingstudents
from overusingtheir smartphonedor entertainment Asfor socialmediaaddiction,
talks and classedeachingstudentsselfdisciplinecan be held so that studentscan
learnto prioritize and set up a timetable to remind themselvedo stop usingsocial
media once they have reacheda daily limit. Thus, by using smartphonesin a
suitable and intelligent manner, students can benefit from the assistance
smartphones bring to their learning while avoiding smartphone addiction

To conclude,there are more benefits to using smartphonesin schoolsthan
drawbacks It can be an incredibly effective way to engagestudentsand enhance
their academigerformance Althoughthe disadvantagesre obvious,they canbe
minimized with appropriate measures Using smartphones in schools can
undeniablymake learningmuch more convenient Aslong as they are usedin a
smartway, they canbe a powerfultool for both studentsandteachers

WdzRISQa O2YYS)
Overall this essayis phenomenal Yourintroduction is really well written, i
and it leadsthe readerto understandyour opinion without clearlysaying
it. Your body paragraphsare also organizedin a unique way, with both
sidesof the argumentwritten about and your thoughts on both. Well
done!

When writing an essay,you need to remember that the point & 2 dzQ NB
trying to, but if you look at how muchyou actuallywrote for eachside of

the argument,you will seethat your WY Xayor 2 Fp&agraphis muchless |
filled out than your W Afayor | 3 I Aoyiéi lia @rms of grammar, there '
were only two parts where you madetiny errors onewasd @2 O o dzf | NE
A G S Yadidé the other was & f A Fuip Ahg Shtmosphereé | would -
recommendsomethinglike @ @2 O 0 alzfl & NE&Madiof activity can -
motivate students by creating a competitive atmosphere¢ Finally,with

word choice,words suchas & | LILda%E S | O KahdytBES | NJarke y 3 £
informal,and shouldbe written out completely

All'in all, this was a wonderful essay,and | hope you continue writing, 17
becauseyou clearlyhaveatalentfor it. Keepup the greatwork!!

= |



GroverAnisha

German Swiss
International
School

Junior Sectiorg, 18t runner-up

Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in schom

What makesa successfustudent? Someonethat is collaborative,focused,and
communicativeor someoneburied insidea smartphone? am an elevenyearold
secondarystudent and there is no denyingl love my smartphone This portable
deviceconnectsme to friends,educatesme andimmersesme in new and exciting
worlds. However,the question is not whether smartphonesare beneficial, but
whether they are useful in school | fundamentally believe smartphonesare
counterproductivein a schoolenvironmentand canleadto negativehabitssuchas
social isolation, addiction, cyberbullying,cheating and a reduction in children's
ability to focus

| believe learning how to managerelationshipsis a vital part of a child's
education To do that, students must engagewith one another and deal with
different personalities | will admit, occasionally find it easierto absorbmyselfin
an actionpackedNetflix episodeor to play a game of Roblox than engagewith
guarrelsomepeers However,if smartphonesare permitted in school,childrenmay
seekcomfort or stimulationfrom devicesrather than from friends It is crucialfor
childrento engagewith peersto learn life skills such as empathy and conflict
resolutionthroughpersonalinteractionastheseskillsare vital for future survival

If smartphonesare allowed, it will increasethe amountof time studentsspend
on socialmedia Friendshipsnaybe built online, drawingstudents'attention away
from peersin school If studentsdo not have friends in class,then schoolcould
appearlonely and isolating The more studentsfeel lonely, the more they will be
drawnto their phone ¢ a downwardspiral A constantneedfor digital connectivity
canleadto addiction Researclshowssocialmediacanbe extremelydetrimental
as dopamine(pleasuremolecules)increaseswith every digital messagereceived
Dopaminefloods students' brains, potentially causingindividualsto get hooked,
enticingthem to wait for messagesatherthan engagewith humans

Smartphonescan exacerbatecyberbullying Cyberbulliesare cowards ¢ they
prey on vulnerablestudentswithout havingto personallyconfront them or to deal
with their reactions Accordingto a TelecomFirm researchsurvey from 2011,
children who spend excessivetime on their phones are more likely to be
cyberbulliedyy About 25 to 30 percent of the young people surveyedadmitted
experiencingor taking part in cyberbullying,but only 12 percent said the same
abouttraditional bullying[2

N
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Moreover smartphonesare a sourceof distraction If studentscontinuallycheck
their phone for updates,they could be distractedin class Accordingto a recent
Universityof Nebraskalincolnstudy, on averagestudents checktheir phones11
times per day during classand spendan estimated 20% of classtime checkingan
electronicgadgetfor reasonsunrelatedto the lesson 3

Cheatingis another harmful effect. Mobile phonesare designedto be pocket
sized,enablingchildrento cheatby discretelyconcealinghe device Studentscould
secretlysearchfor answersduring assessmentsA study has shown 35% of teens
admitted to cheatingon either their tests or homework 65% of the samegroup
stated they have seen others use their smartphonesto cheat in school (4
Unfortunately,cheatingis rarely a one-time occurrence studentsmayfind it easier
to cheatmore frequentlyor to be dishonestin other areasof their lives

In summary, | am not dismissingtechnology this is necessaryin a fast
developingworld. However,excessivaise of technologycanbuild walls,insteadof
bridges | valuemy friendsand do not want to risk beinglured awayfrom them into
a mobile phone device | feel smartphonesare more beneficial outside of the
schoolenvironment

Sources:

MY bl 2YA {OKIFSTSNI wiaftsSesx ac¢2 FTAIKG OeoSNbdzZ feAay3ds o
https://nypost.com/2017/02/06/to-fight-cyberbullyingban-cellphonesfrom-schooll.
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https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/teemmngst/201205/cyberbullyingersustraditionak-bullying.
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https://news.unl.edu/newsrooms/today/article/studydigitat-distractionin-classis-on-the-
rise/#:~:text=College%20students%20spend%20more%20class,675%20students%20in%2026%20states
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https://www.verywellfamily.com/howteensusetechnologyto-cheatat-school4065364.
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It A & yevR1y day that you see an elevenyearold student cite their
sources!Tobe honest,| lovedyour essay it wasso personableandit felt
like it was addressedto the reader However,essayscan be personable \
andformal, whichwaswhere your essaywaslackingjust a bit. l

Youmustrememberthat all goodessaysnust be written in a formal style,
which meansno first-personpronouns Asan example,your sentence,& L
fundamentally believe smartphonesare counterproductiveXé could be
rewritten to sayd C dzy’ R I 'Y Smyattpghdnés@r&counterproductiveXé
Thiskeepsthat wonderful personalityand makesit more formal. Other
thanthat, you did anincrediblejob, andyour essaywasatrue joy to read!



https://nypost.com/2017/02/06/to-fight-cyberbullying-ban-cellphones-from-school/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/teen-angst/201205/cyberbullying-versus-traditional-bullying.
https://news.unl.edu/newsrooms/today/article/study-digital-distraction-in-class-is-on-the-rise/#:~:text=College%20students%20spend%20more%20class,675%20students%20in%2026%20states
https://www.verywellfamily.com/how-teens-use-technology-to-cheat-at-school-4065364.
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Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in schoo/# Convent School
(Secondary Section

Smartphone$iavebecomethe cornerstoneof a multitude of both our personal
and professionallives This is no secret, and society is rapidly reshapingits
infrastructureto accommodatefor the rise of the digital age However,one field
still on the fence about incorporatingsmartphonesinto its ageold systemis the
educationsector It is no secretthat smartphonesare particularlytempting to the
studentbody, and both educatorsand parentsalike have expressedconcernsover
smartphonesdistractingstudentsfrom their studies Here we attempt to dissect
argumentsfrom both sidesand determinewhether studentsshouldbe allowedto
bringtheir gadgetsnto the classroom

A point often brought up by the side lobbying for the integration of
smartphonesis that technologyprovidesstudentswith invaluableonline learning
resources With the rise of COVIBL9, many schools have turned to online
educationto salvagewhat is left of & (i dzR Bafningpfbgress Appslike Edmodo,
E-Classand GoogleClassroomare crucial in facilitating communicationbetween
teacher and student in these trying times. On the other hand, however, a
commonlycited counterargumentis that smartphonesmay do more harm than
goodin facilitating education With its broad variety of entertainmentand endless
supplyof contentdesignedto glue@ A S geasih Reir screensthe Internet can
be a dangerouslyaddictivething to anyone,let alone impulsedriven adolescents
whose dopaminefueled brains jump at every opportunity to gain the pleasure
they derive from accessingonline games and social media Those against
smartphonesin the classroomwonder. how many studentswill be able to keep
their focuson lessonsvhen the all-consumingtemptation of their smartphoness
burninga hole throughtheir deskdrawers? \

But that bringsus to the most important issueat handr the singlefactor that
will sealthe fate of this ongoingsmartphonedebate digital literacy Today,the |
technologyindustryis worth a staggering$s trillion in marketvalue ITis now one \
of the most highly-coveted careerpaths amongthe new generation,being paved
with opportunities and room for everacceleratinggrowtht exactlywhat the big
thinkers of tomorrow are lookingfor. With constantexposureto digital devicesat
school,studentswill naturally familiarizethemselveswith technology,givingthem

20 the tech skillsthey needto survivein arapidlytechnologydependentworld.




In conclusionwhile devicesare already,without question,an indispensableart
of life and therefore necessaryn everyaspect,includingeducation,we cannotgo
without setting firm boundarieson the use of smartphones However,it is simply
not feasibleto outright prohibit the useof smartphonesn learning Ournew world
is increasinglydependent on technology this is an indisputable factt and our
education system should reflect that by moving forward and embracing the
implementationof technologyin teaching

WdzR3ISQa 0O2Y

Mechanicallyspeakingthis essayis perfect Youhavea natural command
of Englishall around, and that makesyour writing very strongasa result
However,there were a few points that you missedthe mark on, suchas
organizatiorandword choice

Your second paragraphoutlines all of the pros and cons of allowing
smartphonesin school,and then your third paragraphmentions digital
literacy, whichis &  Kiylefactor that will sealthe fate of this ongoing
smartphone debate¢ But if digital literacy is so important to your
argument,there shouldbe more than four sentencesaboutit! In terms of
word choiceand sentencestructure,you needto constantlyaskyourselfif
what & 2 dadedidngto includein your essayaddsto it or subtractsfrom
it. Personallythere were a bit too many adjective modifiers that look
flashy on the surface,but R 2 yr@ally add to your essayin any way.
Sometimes simple can be better! All in all, you did an amazingjob, and
your essaywasa marvelousone. Keepup the greatwork!!!

N\ -

|

1

21

S

Y



22

Chan Tsz Wing
Sophie

Junior Sectiorg 3 runner-up

X Diocesan Girls'
Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in scho

School

John Dewey, an Americanpsychologistand educationalist,once said & Lw&
teach(i 2 R Istdd@riisaswe taughte® S & (1 S Wa&rdbdhema i (i 2 Y 2 NANBtg £
of peoplefind fault in technology,especiallyin education,becausechildrenare not
developingand learningin a healthy and natural manner The primary convictis
the smartphone Everywherewe go, we see smartphonezombiesand if we take
smartphonesaway from teenagers,they would collapse Peoplelook at that and
immediately blame smartphones But if you think about it, this teaches us
somethingvery important about ourselvesand the future: we cannotlive without
smartphones So,shouldsmartphonese allowedin school?Thereare advantages
and disadvantagesto using smartphonesin school Personally,| believe that
smartphonesshould be allowed in schoolbecauseif we use them wisely, they
would benefitusmore than we think.

Firstly using smartphonesin schools allows students the opportunity to
familiarize themselveswith smartphones Smartphonesare indispensablen our
lives,andpeoplewill
rely on them more. Apart from traditional literacy, people, especiallyGen Zers
must master digital literacy too, so there is no point in trying to prevent students
from usingsmartphonesAt schoolthere are teacherswho are expertsin that area
In addition, studentsthat are all GenZerscanhelpteachone anotherhowto be an
intelligentsmartphoneuser

Secondly smartphones in schools can greatly improve learning and
communication Asclassegrow, teacherswill not be ableto focuson everysingle
studentin everyclass With appson smartphonesthis problem canbe solved All
studentscan participatein classthrough appssuchasKahoot Kahootencourages \
student participationthrough quizzes Not only doesthis makelearningfun, but it |
also enablesteachersto easilytrack each (i dzR $rggiess@nother benefit of
allowing smartphonesin school is that in case of emergencies,students can
contact their parents right away on their smartphones If they did not have
smartphonesthey would haveto reachtheir parentsthroughthe school,whichis
time-consuming In emergencysituations, savingthese few minutes can bring
benefitsbeyondimagination suchassavinga LJS NE&ligy Q &
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Thirdly, searchingup information on the smartphoneis convenient It is like the
entire libraryis storedinsidea smartphone With just a pushof a button, thousands
of results can be obtained, including LJS 2 Ldiff8rén& opinions and experience
from any background and timeline. Some argue that computers have such
functionstoo andthere is no needfor smartphonesn school However,with their
own smartphones,students can immediately searchup information when they
want additional details about the class,and multiple studentscan do that at the
sametime whichwould increaseefficiency

Somemight saythat smartphonesare unnecessaryor learningasour ancestors
did not need smartphonesin school However, educationis constantly changing
becausetimes are changing If we R 2 ya@aipt our educationalmethodsto suit
major changessuch as technologicaladvancementsthen we would actually be
going backwards and doing a huge disserviceto students We should take
advantageof the advancedtechnologywe have now to explore more about the
world.

In conclusionsmartphonesshouldbe allowedin school It is definitely true that
we should be cautiousabout our over-dependenceon smartphonesbut when it
comesto situationswhere we can derive a lot of invaluablebenefits from using
smartphones,we should welcome them. Schoolis one of those placeswhere
smartphonescan help us, not harm us. Thisis how we can stop ourselvesfrom
robbingstudentsof their tomorrows.

WdzR3SQa O02YYS)

Thisis areally solid essay Youusesomereally creativelanguageand have
a really interesting viewpoint on this issue However, there are some
thingsthat needto be addressedhat would takeit from solidto great. l\

Themostimportant thing | would like to talk aboutis word choice There
are many places where you switch from formal to informal writing.
Perhaps you should consider rewriting some phrases, such as
G &Yl NI LIR ¢ 8aBdatlée places where you used first-person
pronouns Thisis why word choiceis so important, and when deciding
what to keep when revisingyour writing, just ask yourself, & 5 2 tBi&
statementadd anythingto my g NA& (i Dyiedtias that, your essaywas 23
veryunigueand| enjoyedreadingit alot!
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Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in sch International
A School

One thing is clear, smartphonesare becomingubiquitousin our society The
guestionremains,should schoolsendorsethis kind of culture? Contraryto what
one might think, asa student, | do not believesmartphonesshouldbe allowed at
school Giventhe fact that students are already required to have a personal
computerin class,many of my peersare distractedby devicesbeingpresentin a
classroom As such, having a smartphone at school would not seem to be
beneficial Smartphonesare a distractionand candeviatea (i dzR Stiéniién @nd
lead to major socialisationissues | have seen how personal computers have
affected students and having done so, think that additional devicesat school
would heightenthe problem

Small and distractive smartphones are problematic as they can divert a
& (0 dzR Stgrilidd &way from the material taught by a teacher Educatorscannot
control what studentsare looking at during class,thus unableto tell if they are
simply conductingresearchor engagingin another matter entirely. Many schools
around the US, including the University of Texas,directed an experiment that
focused on the improvement of & i dzR Sgademi@when smartphoneswere
bannedfrom school Researcherst these universitieshavefound that &  dzZRSy G a
academicsmprovedby an averageof six percentafter phoneswere banned This
meansthat when studentsdo not havetheir smartphoneswith them in classthey
are payingmore attention to the lesson Therefore,eliminatingsmartphonesfrom
a schoolenvironmentwould be exceptionallyconstructive

Furthermore smartphonescan alsobe a hindrancein a schoolenvironmentin
terms of socialisation|t is evidentthat interactingwith eachother is the pillar of
schooland education The academiccurriculum consistsof a variety of projects \
andindividualtasks Thus,studentsmust work togetherto achievethe goalof the |
assignmentdesigned to have students work with peers and learn how to
cooperate With smartphonesin the picture, searchingfor extraneousmaterial \
becomespredominantover working with eachother. Thisshowsthat if students .
continueto obsesver smartphonesthey simplycannotlearnto collaborate This -
same idea applies outside of a classroomduring recess when children are
encouragedo engagewith eachother. '
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Unfortunately if smartphoneswere allowed at school, there would be a
sinkholein this plan. Studentswould rather surf the internet than play with peers
In addition to this, pupils might play video gamestogether and though this seems
idealistic,childrenshouldbe encouragedo usetheir imaginationto enhancetheir
creativity rather than follow a concretevideogame Whippingout a smartphonein
front of other studentsto play gameswould entice other students like moths
drawn to flames Thisresultsin studentsflockingtowards a screenand instead of
socialisingover joined interestsin a game,the attention is mainly directed at an
inanimateobject.

In the intense debate over whether smartphonesshouldbe allowed at school,
the advantageseemto be in favour In caseof an emergencysmartphonesnakeit
easierfor parentsto contact children, hencethey are thought to be an essential
item. However,the consequencef adding these chocolate bar sized devices
outweighthe positivesidesby far. Thesedevicesclearlycaptivatea O K A dttéhiba
and distract them from completing tasks Additionally, smartphones prevent
studentsfrom beingableto socialisewith eachother. Theseexamplesare proof of
why addingthese devicesto a schoolenvironmentis an absolutemistake Thisis
alsothe answerto the questionaskedbefore: shouldschoolsencouragethis kind
of popularity in smartphones™Basedon the evidence,| believethe answerto be,
no.

WdzZR3ISQa O2YYXSy

Thisis a solid essaythrough and through. Therewere a few hiccups,but
overall,this is a really great pieceof writing. Yousupportedyour thoughts
verywell andtalkedaboutsomeimportantissuesn a thoughtful way:.

Overall,there are just a couple of placeswhere you could improve For
example,the sentence,d { Y I NJi lalé & disBa&tion and can deviate

a 0 dzR &ttéiitigncand lead to major socialisationA & & des &né too
manyW | y &nd &sinplefix would be to changethe first oneto aW i R (i
Forword choice,mostof your writing is veryformal, exceptwhenyou add
first-personpronouns Theseare alwaysseenas informal, and shouldbe
avoided For next time, think to usethe passivevoice Forexample,the
sentenced have seenhow personalcomputersXé canbe changedo & L i
can be seenhow personal computersXé Besidesthese two things, the
essaywas very well written and | enjoyedreadingit very much Keepup
the greatwork, becauseyou havea talent for writing!
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Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in school? School

Smartphonesre becominga major part of peopleQlivesnowadayspe it adults
or children Teenagersspeciallyare very attachedto their smartphones,except
when they are in school, where smartphonesare prohibited. While a lot of
studentsare complainingabout why smartphonesare not allowedin school,have
they thought about why this rule is imposed?In fact, banning the use of
smartphonesn schoolhasmore benefitsthan one would think of.

Most teenagersuse their phonesto play games,scroll on socialmedia, chat
with friends, watch videos and other forms of entertainment While it is very
convenientto be ableto do all thesethingson one device,it is alsoverydistracting
for studentswhen they are in school Studentswill surelyfind their smartphones
more entertainingthan the lessonghey are taking, which will not only causethem
to lose focus on their learning but also show disrespecttowards their teachers,
whichwill greatlyaffect their conductin the future if they are not taughtto change
this habit earlier Whenthey do not listen to their teachersduring class,they will
havea hardtime catchingup after classwhichistime consumingandalsodifficult.
Their gradeswill also drop significantly becausethey couldn® hear additional,
important information providedby the teacheroutsideof the textbook, whichthey
cannotreferto whenthey studyat home.

The main reasonwhy parents give teenagersa smartphoneis becausethey
want to be ableto reachtheir childrenwhen they are out on their own to ensure
their safety However, student)safety is guaranteedwhen they are in school,
underthe careof teachers In caseof emergenciesteacherscaneasilycontactthe
student<parents,or studentscanusethe telephonesprovidedby the school Also, |
with advancingtechnology,smart card systemsare common amongschools,so |
parents can easily check whether their child is in school or not on an app.
Therefore,smartphonesare not necessaryfor studentswhen they are in school
andsmartphoneshouldnot be allowed
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It is no secretthat smartphonesare very expensiveand not all families can
afford to buy one for their child, let alonethe latest model of smartphonesOnthe
other hand,there are alsostudentsfrom wealthier familieswho canafford to buy
newer or eventhe newestsmartphonesIf smartphoneswere allowedto be used
freelyin school,what would the studentswith alackof the latesttechnologythink?
Theywill surelyfeel disappointedbecausethey cannotparticipatein their activities
Theymay alsobe perceiveddifferently by their classmatessthey do not usethe
samephone modelsasthem, makingthem feel indifferent, isolatedand evenlike
an outcast, which greatly lowers their esteem and senseof value To avoid this
from happening studentsshouldnot getthe chanceto showoff their smartphones,
sothat all students,wealthyor poor, will be perceivedequally

The main difference between goingto local schooland beinghomeschooleds
that studentscan learn to interact with other people, which is a crucial life skill
Becauseeenagersare so attachedto their smartphoneswhen smartphonesare
allowedto be usedin school,studentswill mostlikely be on their phonesinsteadof
interactingwith their classmatesThisis not beneficialto them becauseexcessive
time on their smartphoneswill leadto no developmentor evenalossin their social
skills,and soonenoughthey will not know how to communicatewith peopleface
to face Studiesalsoshowthat beingoverly obsessedvith oneQ smartphonemay
cause depression,which is harmful, especiallyfor teenagersbecausetheir
mentalityis still developing

From a student@ point of view, smartphonesshould be allowed in school,but
they have never taken the time to think instead about why smartphonesare not
allowedin the first place Whenthey do think about it, they will realisethat there
are more advantageshan disadvantagesegardingthe banningof smartphonesn
school Thussmartphonesshouldnot be allowedin schoolto benefit studentsand
ensurethat they arelearninghealthily,happilyand effectively

WdzR35Qa 02 YX S,

Overall,this essayis very well written and makessomeinterestingpoints.

You have strong feelings about this topic and it showsin your writing! II
However,there are somethingsthat you could perhapsdo differently. In '
almost all of your body paragraphsyyou have what is called a slippery

slope fallacy. These are types of arguments that say dif X
happens/does® happen, Y will then happen as a resulté Thistype of
argumentcanjump to conclusionsand so perhapsyou couldthink about

how to supportyour argumentsa bit differently. Otherthan this, you did a 27
wonderfuljob, andit wasa pleasurereadingyour essay!
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Junior Sectiorg 10 Outstanding Entries Award
School

Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in school?

With the introduction of the smartphonein 1992 our lives have changed
drastically At the swipe of a finger, a multitude of taskscan be completedin less
than a second Thesegadgetshave undoubtedly provided us with convenience,
mobility, and functionalityt but are they suitableto be usedin school?Givenmy
age,youmightbe surprisedto hearthat my answeris a resoluteno.

Smartphonedhaveindubitablyimprovedour daily lives Millions of applications
can be downloaded to satisfy our needs for different services, the latest
information and socialinteraction With the whole internet under our fingertips, it
may seemlike this deviceis neargodly

When applied to school,smartphonescan certainly aid learning experiences
Theability to accessa seaof knowledgeand information allows studentsto learn
more efficiently with the help of these extra resources Furthermore, the
connectivity smartphonesbring can enhance studentteacher relationshipsand
boostin-classcommunication

The aforementioned benefits are exactly why the smartphone has had a
meteoric rise of popularity The averageHongKongcitizenis sureto haveone in
hand when travelling, working, and resting Smartphonesseem to be an
unbelievabletechnicaladvancementor humankindt but isit really asperfectas
it seems?

Firstly there is the prominent concern of vision An Apple a day keepsthe
doctor awayX or doesit? Thelight from the screenirritates our eyesandthe small
monitor causesstrain. In addition, studieshave shownthat the blue light emitted
by smartphones suppress the production of the sleepregulating hormone
melatonin Childrenand teenagersalreadyhave busyscheduledilled to the brim
with work and activity, which often causesnsomnia If smartphoneswere allowed
in schooltoo, addedto the frequent usageout of school,the effects would be
devastating
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Gambling drinking, smokingX are smartphonesanother societal concern for
addictionto be addedto this list? The feature of endlessknowledgeis a curse
disguisedas a blessingt preciselybecauseof its nature to supply users with
infinite entertainment, we often find ourselvesscrolling aimlesslyon different
platforms, entrancedby all the thingsto explore No manis anislandt unlesshe
has a smartphone Thisis exactly why smartphonesshould never set foot in a
classroom Studentsstruggleto pay attention in classbecauseof this distraction,
teachersare frustrated with the lackof engagementand learningis not effective at
all.

In addition, studieshave proventhat smartphonescreate a senseof loneliness
Contraryto the belief that smartphonespromote closerelationshipsonline, social
media does not produce as much emotional closenessas in-person interaction
Furthermore, social media causescomparisonsince people only share the best
parts of their life that they want othersto see Our confidenceand seltesteemare
erodedaswe becomehookedon this device Theusageof smartphonesn school
would only enhancethese effects becauseof their accessibilityeven encouraging
iIssuedike cyberbullying

What a student needsis a healthy life full of love, care,and proactivelearning
Smartphonesseemto changeour livesfor the better, but the disadvantagesand
side effects it brings most definitely outweigh the benefits Schoolsare in loco
parentist it shouldbe a placeprovidingstudentswith protection, a placewhere
students can be focusedon learning without distractions Technologyshould be
used to aid learning at school, however in this case of the smartphone, it
completely dominates & (i dzR Snihdsiad takes away their concentration
Therefore,l standfirm in my belief that smartphonesshouldnever be allowed in
school

\
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Thiswas a really creative take on this topic! | loved the way that you
raisedall of thesequestionsin your writing. Youmakesomegreat points,
but there are too many things mentioned overall Next time, focus on
three really solid points and talk about them more in detail; this will
strengthenyour argumentand still allow you the creative freedom that
you showedhere!
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Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in school? Secondary School

With the vigorousdevelopmentof technology,we cando nearlyall thingswith
just a smartphoneand growingup in this environment,many studentsare digital
natives Nearly every teenager has accessto a smartphone Sincethis is an
inevitable trend, | welcome the use of smartphonesin schoolsas it not just
enhancedearningefficiencybut alsoteachingefficiency

To begin with, allowing phonesin schoolcan help facilitate & (i dzR fgfning Q
progressby supplementingessonswith digital materials We all knowthat there is
muchto learnin classbut the teachingtime is limited, soif we canget necessary
materialsimmediatelyfrom the Internet, muchtime canbe savedfor studentsto
discoverand discussmore. Also,it canensurethat the syllabuscanbe completed
within the time limit. Thereis much the Internet can offer, so students can get
multifacetedinformation there with a few simpleclickson their smartphonesand
they can explore the core of the topics taught from multiple anglesto have a
deeperunderstanding

Meanwhile, students can do group projects by using apps to share their
thoughts instantly For example,in sciencelessonswe are supposedto conduct
experimentsin groups However,during the pandemic,group work is impossible
Therefore,watchingthe experimentvideoson the smartphoneis a good way to
build a better understandingof the topic without circumstantiallimitations; with
the assistancef appslike GoogleJamboardvoicerecordingand camerafunctions
from their phones, students and teachers can share and make discoveries
immediately Unliketraditional learningtools and methods,this cansavetime from
preparingexperimentsand presentations Thus,studentscanlearnmore efficiently |

andhavea clearerconceptasthey canhaveextratime to delveinto lessontopics \
1

Whenstudentsare allowedto usesmartphonesn class,it canhelp teachersto ,
create an interactive, lively atmosphereand assessa (i dzR $eyriing frogress
with the use of online educationalgames Playingis conduciveto our 8 N} A Yy Q&
learning and information retention. Accordingto a recent surveyof & G dzZRS y i &
learning experiencedone by HKU, nearly 50% of secondarystudentsfelt bored
duringlessonsandthusthey were seldomwilling to answerquestions
30
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On the other hand, mobile phones make constant, immediate interaction
possible with the scoringand award function providedby appssuchas ClassDojo
studentswill be motivated to raise their handsto take part in in-classactivities
becauseof its novel functions and enticing user interface  Another exampleis
Kahoot which canhold quizcompetitionswith joyful backgroundmusic,which can
alsoattract studentsto engagen in-classactivities Studentscanbe highlyengaged,
answerli S I O uedtidn€by texting their responseto a number, and then live
results can instantly be reviewed by the class This way, teachers can quickly
determine the overall understanding of a topic, adjust their lesson plans
accordinglyandpromote their teachingefficiency

In brief, although allowing studentsto use smartphonesduring classmay bring
distraction or causedisciplinaryproblems,the benefitst enhancingthe teaching
and learningefficiencyt outweighthe drawbacks Therefore,it is time to change
the negativeimage of smartphonesthat has alwaysbeen there. Teachstudents
how to usesmartphoneson campusand makethem a goodhelperfor studentson
their wayto becomingsmartscholars

|
WdzR3ISQa 02YYS)H

Youraise somereally great points throughout your essay,and | enjoyed
readingit very much! However,there are two thingsthat | would like to '\
mention; word choiceand organization Tryto changeyour W kt&ements '
into passivestatements,and they suddenlybecome very formal. Also,
perhapsyou could take your body paragraphsand rearrange them at
randomto seehow they read andflow nexttime. Youwould be surprised
and how changingthe order of your content can completelychangethe
essay All in all, it was an incredibly well-written essay,and you did a
wonderfuljob! 31
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Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in school? Canossian College

Phones in SchoclTo Ban or Not T@&arn?

With the accelerateddevelopmentof technology,we now incorporatethe use
of smartphonesn our daily lives,whether it is work, educationor entertainment
The question comesup: Shouldsmartphonesbe allowed in schools?l strongly
think that smartphoneshouldbe allowedin schools

To start with, as an increasingnumber of secondaryor even primary school
studentsown smartphonesnowadays,educatorscan make use of this advantage
instead of shutting it away Somesaythat smartphonesmay distract studentsin
class However,smartphonesare only tools, and we shouldbe the onescontrolling
them, not the other way around Therefore, with proper guidanceon using
smartphones,it will not only keep students focusedin classbut also boost the
efficiencyof learning Byintegratingthe usageof smartphonesnto the curriculum,
suchascreatingonline quizzesreadingpassageg$rom the Internet, and watching
educational videos, students will undoubtedly be more attracted to new
knowledgeandlearnwith motivation.

In addition, studentsare able to obtain information instantly by utilizing their
smartphoneswhen they do not understand their teacherglectures This is
especiallyuseful as some students may feel discouragedabout askingtheir
teachersfor clarificationon certain topicsin class With just a tap on the screen,
students can immediately look up materialson the Internet that are related to
their courses Multimedia, suchastext, audio,animationand video, canirrefutably
increaselearnerf)senseof understanding Not only will they be provided with
clearexplanationsput they may alsoacquireadditionalknowledgefrom the topic H
whichwill broadentheir horizons \
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Furthermore,smartphoneanight comein handywhen studentsare takingnotes
It isinevitablydifficult for studentsto jot down noteswhile simultaneoushfistening
to what their teacheris saying Theymay evenwrite down the wrong information
in sucha rush In this scenarig smartphonescan facilitate learners Theycanuse
their phonesto take picturesof the notesin class,type them into a document,or
even record the lectures if teachers permit. In such a manner, students can
unguestionablyconcentrateon teachingsin class,and not beingableto take notes
will not be a worry anymore Studentsmay simplylook backon their digital notes
after classfor reference whichare accurateandcomprehensible

To conclude,smartphonesare advantageougools that can unequivocallyhelp
studentslearnwith efficiencyand provideaccurateinformation for their reference
Astechnologyadvancesnew learningmethodsshallalsobe introducedin orderto
promote effectivelearning Hence,it is certainthat smartphonesshouldbe allowed

in school
{
WdzR3ISQa 02YYS)H
Overall, this is a solid essay,and | really enjoyed readingit! 1tQ very
consistent,and it showsa strong foundation Yourfirst point is by far the '\

strongestone you make usuallythe strongestpoints shouldgo at the end.
Sometimesall it takesis some rearrangingand rereadingto see which
points are stronger,and which points needto be reworked! However, it
wasan awesomeessayandyou shouldbe proud of what you wrote!
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Topic: Should smartphones be allowed in school? Light School

Recentlythere have been discussionsabout whether smartphonesshould be
allowedin school In my opinion, smartphonesshouldbe allowed in schoolgiven
that there are proper rules regulating their uses during lessons Many people
believethat bringing smartphonesto schoolmay causedistractionsto students
However, a recent researchfrom the University of Nottingham leads more and
more peopleto believethat mobile phonescanin fact be a & LJ2 ¢ Seddmiogt
i 2 2sénéngasamobilecomputerin class

If properlymanaged smartphonescanbe usedastools to help childrenlearnin
the classroom Teachersantake advantageof smartphonedyy providingstudents
with resourcegelevantto the topic that they are learning Thiscanincludevideos,
news stories, online discussiorgroupsand more. For example,short videoshave
beenprovedto be more effectivein capturinga ¢ dzR Styénitién @nd developing
their understandingof the material Thus,allowingsmartphonego be usedduring
lessonscanincreased U dzR Bitgréstindearningandis beneficialto the students

In addition, allowing students to accessthese resourcesin class can help
encourageparticipationand discussionsSmartphonesan give studentsaccesdo
more information, enablingthem to researchmore about a topic while having
classdiscussionsThisis especiallyapplicablefor current eventsthat havenot yet
been coveredin schooltextbooks Hence,the use of smartphonescan alsomake
lessongmore engagingo students

Furthermore,most phonesnow have calendaroptionson them. Thisis an easy
way for studentsto keep track of their assignmentsand upcomingtests Since |
rarely do teenagersleave their phonesbehind, it would be easierfor them to |
managetheir work digitally, than trying to keep track on a piece of paper that
couldeasilygetlost or damaged
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Forsafetyreasons,t shouldbe allowedto usesmartphonesn schoolif there is
any emergencyparentscaneasilyinform their childrenandviceversa It alsohelps
after schooltime if the children have any problem when they are travelling to
schoolor returning home, they caninform their parentsimmediately Other than
this, in caseof adverseweather conditions such as typhoons which causethe
schoolto be closed,it would causefar less hasslefor the school, students and
parents if the students could contact their parents themselves Comparedto
studentsstandingin line at a schoolphone or the secretarialstaff waiting to make
calls,allowingstudentsto bring their own smartphoness clearlymuch faster and
more convenient Therefore, smartphones serve as an efficient way for
communicatiorwhenemergencie®ccur

In conclusion,we are living in the twenty-first century, electronicsare moving
their way into our livesand i K S Nd&hidgwe cando to stop the trend. Applying
smartphonesto learning added more flexibility and engagementin the learning
process It thoroughly facilitated the way teachers, parents, and students
communicate Therefore,usingtechnologyin schoolis not only inevitablebut also
realisticand beneficialto all the stakeholdersl believethat smartphonesshouldbe
allowedin school,particularlyfor educationaland safetyreasons

{
WdzR3ISQa 02YYS)H
Thisis a great essay! Your overall sentencestructure is good, but you
could have usedsomedifferent language Synonymsare your friend! You '\
thought of somereally greatreatlife ideasaswell. Calendaroptionsis in '
fact very convenient,but as a stand-alone point, it just falls a bit short
Think bigger next time! Perhapshow information can be organizedand

stored would be a better option, with the digital calendarasa supporting
point. Allin all, greatjob, andkeepup the amazingwork!
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W 2 NJan PRA T dFrétnddzbinimOnwords which HongKongstudentsoften
use nowadaysto comment on their lessons Recently,there has been a heated
debateon whether smartphonesshouldbe allowedin school While someschools
in HongKongsuggestedisingsmartphonesn order to arousead i dzR BitgréstinQ
class,others arguethat this practicemayleadto a breakdownof disciplinein the
classroom From my point of view, A (ia@@ut time that schoolsembracedthe
adoptionof smartphonesn school

In the aspectof education,smartphonescanbe usefulfor studentsto facilitate
their learning Firstly,smartphonesare portable,which are convenientfor students
to bringto school With their smartphonesstudentsare ableto take notesat their
fingertips Besidesthese handhelddevicescan also provide students with easy
accessto extra information by letting them researchmore about a topic while
havingclassdiscussionsThisis especiallytrue for current eventswhich have not
been covered in textbooks yet. More importantly, thanks to the educational
software, teachers have more opportunities to interact with students through
smartphonesand parentsare ableto checktheir progresstoo. Undeniablythe use
of smartphones is critical for schools which want to make a significant
breakthroughin the educationsystem

Besidesthe benefits in education, the use of smartphoneshelps prevent
deforestation Generally,papers are used to provide worksheetsand different
paper assignmentgo students Recentresearchshowedthat about forty percent
of paperswere saveddue to a surgein the use of smartphonesn schools In fact,
there hasbeenincreasedavailabilityof educationalapplications Accordingto the |
researchconductedby New America,as of June2019 there were over 80,000
educationalapplicationsavailablein the Appstore. Asaresult, schoolscanreplace
printed worksheetsand notes by usingsoft copiesand e-books More importantly,
schools should also educate students about how to use their smartphones
appropriately Shouldschoolsintroduce the allowanceof smartphonesthe use of '.
paperwill be cut down. -
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Somehold the belief that smartphonesmay contribute to classdistractionand
inattention. To preventit, schoolscanjust simplyestablisha number of restriction
policieson smartphones For instance, students can only use smartphoneswith
0 S O KesnsBighfor educationalpurposesduring class Besides,schoolscan
also propose an incentive schemefor the appropriate usageof smartphones A
total ban on smartphoneswhich mayleadto an adverseeffect, is definitely not a
wisechoice

Unlike the old days,not only are more topics and issuesbeing introduced and
taught, which are not coveredby textbooks,but the information is alsonot enough
to supplementthe needsof learnersin the 21st century

|
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Youmake somereally great points here! Youclearlythought a lot about

this topic before writing your essay For next time, try to write out your \
main points with all of your supportbefore writing your first draft to see \
how everythingis connected Thiswill help you with your organization

and overall content quality However, it was an awesome essay
nonethelesskeepup the greatwork!
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There have been a lot of discussiondately concerningwhether smartphones
should be allowed in school Dueto the undesirableeffects which smartphones
may bring, some people argue that smartphonesshould be bannedin school
However,as a student, | hold a strong belief that all schoolsshould give a green
light to usingthem becauseof the followingthree reasons

Firstand foremost, with the wide arrayof learningresourcedrom smartphones,
we can explore the world of knowledgemore widely and effectively There are
varioustypesof appsand websitesavailableon smartphonesandthey allow usto
access so much information within just a few seconds Furthermore, the
information and knowledgefrom printed books may become outdated and not
align with the current curriculumas the world keepson changingevery second
Thanksto the efficiency of smartphones nowadays, we can get the latest
information in the shortest period possible Hence, smartphones should be
allowedin schoolsothat studentscanlearnproductivelyandextensively

Moreover, the useof smartphonesn classcanalsoenhanced (i dzR Bitgrésts Q
in learning knowledge and the joy of living life with curiosity Many apps on
smartphoneshavebeencreatedfor educationalpurposes Thoseappsusuallyhelp
studentsacquireknowledgein the form of funny games,with which studentscan
learn through fun. If you were a student, you would also love to learnin sucha
harmoniousway instead of reading boring words in dull books, ¢ 2 dzf Roy?) (i
Besidesstudieshavedemonstratedthat learningis not a one-off event It requires
repetition and dedication If the processof learningis fun, students will stay
curiousand keepcomingbackfor more. Dueto thesereasonswe canseethat the
useof smartphonesn classcan motivate studentsto keep studying,whichwill be
the criticalkeyto lifelonglearning



Lastbut not least, smartphonesare eco-friendlier substitutesto many wasteful
learningmaterialsin school Surprisinglyschoolsare throwing loadsof wasteaway,
and most of the waste from schoolsusually comesfrom paper With the large
storage of data on smartphones,we can savemany e-books within just a single
smartphone Byreplacinge-bookswith traditional printed books,we candefinitely
lower the total amountof wasteproduced 2 K | in€Xé& smartphonesare durable
so they are lesslikely to end up in landfills Most electronic componentsinside
smartphones are recyclable, too. Therefore, schools can go green by using
smartphonesn schoolto reducethe productionof possiblewaste

Somemay claim that smartphonesshouldnot be allowed in schoolbecausethey

canlead to cyberbullying,cheating,or lack of concentrationin class Admittedly,

the useof smartphonegnay causethe above However,aseverycoin hastwo sides,
the key to reducingthese unwanted drawbacksis to educatestudentson how to

use smartphonesproperly. Schoolsshoulddraw somerulesto regulatethe use of

smartphones For instance,only allow studentsto use smartphonesunder the

supervisiorof their teachers In addition, teachersshouldalsoteach studentswhat

they should not do when using smartphones,such as not to bully others and

spreadrumors After that, studentscan surely make good use of smartphonesto

learnandgrow by themselves

Due to the reasonsmentioned above, | believe that smartphonescan do more
goodthan harmin aa G dzR &fe/ Th&efore,l stronglysuggestthat smartphones
should be allowed in school It is hoped that all schoolscan give it a go and
students can gain a better educationwith all the advantagessmartphonescan
bring.

"
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Thiswasa really greatread, and it wasalsovery informational! However, 1|
you should always have a title! Evensomethingas simpleas & { K 2 dzf R
Smartphonese allowedin { O K 2 Bbulll Begreat Yourorganizations
strong, and you includeda spacefor talking about the counterpoints Try
to also rephraseyour W ist@ementsto remove the pronouns it would
makeit more formal. Otherthan that, this wasa wonderfulessayandyou
did a fantasticjob! 39
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Imagineif the governmentissueda ban on all smartphonesright now, how
would you feel? You may think this would causea huge nuisanceto your life,
severelyaffect your working productivity, or even make your relationship with
othersgo downhill. Indeed,with our rapidly advancingechnologyiit is undeniable
that smartphonesplay an integral role in our lives On that account,| strongly
concurthat studentsshouldpossesshe right to usesmartphonesn schools

Firstly, smartphonesallow studentsto do their own research Equippedwith
easyaccessto the Internet, students can searchfor relevantinformation at any
time to supplementtheir knowledgeand developtheir curiosityon certaintopics
For example,watchingapplicableYouTubevideosengagesstudentsin the lesson
more, especiallythosewho arevisualandauditorylearners

Secondly,teachers could utilize various learning apps to enhance learning
productivity,includingemployingvideotutorials, usefulwebsitesand online games,
suchasthe increasinglypopular Wahooand WQuizizwhich you may have heard
of. Not only doesthis prompt studentsto learnin an enjoyableatmosphere but it
also involves students in competition with their classmatesshapingthem into
sedulouspeople

Thirdly, different smartphoneapps could aid studentsin improving their time
managementand organizationalskills, such as calendarand planner apps For
instance, & oogleClassroor@an app widely usedby schoolsdue to the pandemic,
helps students organizetheir assignmentsand reminds them of upcomingdue
dates Asa result, studentswill becomemore activein their studiesif they make |
useof smartphonesappropriately

Furthermore,usingsmartphonescan increasethe senseof safety In caseof a ,
crisis,suchas medicalemergencieskidnappings,or fires at school,studentscan
contacttheir parentsswiftly, improvingthe situation considerablysincecontacting
parents mediated by the schooloften takestime. Thereare also instanceswhen
parentsneedto get ahold of their child for someimportant reasonor to checkup
on them on why they arerunninglate.
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In addition, the application of smartphonesin schoolsis good for the
environment Asyou canimagine,relying on smartphonesas the main sourceof
learningmaterialswill significantlyreducethe amountof paperwastegeneratedby
worksheets,assignmentsand schoolnotices In particular, sixteenschoolsin the
ClarkstownCentralSchoolDistrictin New Yorkhavealreadygonepaperlesssaving
millions of sheetsof paper annually Henceforth, this practice encourageseco-
friendlyalternatives makingit worthwhile to pursue

However,it would be inequitable to leave out all the disadvantagef using
smartphonesn schools Themost prominent concernis studentswill misusetheir
smartphonesn class Studentsmay be distractedby the extensiverangeof games,
social media and texting apps on their phones, attributing to their decreased
concentrationin class Theymay evenbecomeaddictedto theseonline platforms,
diminishingtheir learning potential. Some students may also partake in or fall
victim to cyberbullying However,this problem canbe solvedeffectivelyif teachers
implement a smartphone policy. For example, students who use phones
appropriatelycanearn points or extra credit, utilizing positivereinforcement,while
thosewho breakthe ruleswill receivesuitablepunishmentsproducinga deterrent
effect.

By and large, allowingsmartphonesin schoolsoffers manybenefitsto students
and teachersalike, while the disadvantage®f this practice can be counteredby
efficacioussupervisionof teachers As the famous American philosopher, John
Dewey,oncesaid,'\H we teachtoday aswe taught yesterdaywe rob our childrenof
tomorrowQThus,if we can apply the technologyof smartphonesaptly, we will
surelycomealongway in perfectingeducation

4 ]
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Thiswas a very informative and thought-out essay!You provided many
different points, which canbe a good thing or a bad thing dependingon
how you look at it. Usually,a strong essaywill have three really solid
points will detail and supportfor eachof them. If you have six points, it
can sometimesfeel like you aren®@ focusingenoughon any given thing.
Regardlessthe points you madewere very niceand it clearlyshowsthat
you thought a lot about this topic. Honein on those strong points, and
you havea fantasticpieceof writing here!
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Thecreationof the smartphonehasundeniablyalteredthe courseof humanlife,
not falling behindin the world of education In this age,it is commonpracticefor
schoolsto banthe use of smartphonesput doesbanningmobile phonesactually
do any good?While some might argue that phonescausedistractions,promote
cheatingand plagiarismthe pros of havinga cell phonein handeasilyoutshineits
cons

First the usageof electronicdevicesfacilitatesbetter learning A smartphonein
hand providesimmediate,quickaccesdo the Internet, enablingstudentsto easily
gainaccesdo all sorts of information online. The open door to the Internet also
entitles studentsto a unique learningopportunity - independence The ability to
learn without assistancdets students explore solutionsthemselves rather than
solelyrelying on their educatorsfor answers Moreover, educationalapplications
that foster interactive learning becomes effortlessly attainable Finally, mobile
deviceshelp studentslearn comfortably and efficiently, varioustypes of learners
such as auditory or visual learners can utilize diverse learning modes in their
academidife at school

Secondlyflexibility in learningis enhancedwith the help of cell phones Not
only is a mobile phone convenientfor organizationand communication,it is also
environmentallyfriendly and helpsstudentssavemoney Thousandf files, notes
and researchpapersalongwith rich digital resourcescan all be accumulatedin a
singlesmartphone Pupilscanmakegooduseof electronicschedulesprganization
applicationsand e-learning platforms to track their learning and be systematic
Students can communicate with teachers and friends anytime, anywhere |
Additionally, pupils can avoid printing out a piece of information, just to end up
readingit once in class The conversionof paperbased materialsto electronic
format benefitsMother Nature(andour wallets)too.
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On a final note, the implementation of the smartphone into daily life is
inevitable It is a popularbeliefthat smartphonesn schoolcauseissuesput why is
that? Ratherthan banningsomethingthat will undoubtedlyappearin work later on
in life, just for the sakeof avoidingthe misuseof it, why not teachteenagerso use
it the right way instead?Thesubjectof computerliteracyexistsexactlyfor students
to get a deeperunderstandingof current technology,usinga smartphoneA & ¢¥n@ i
different. Instead of keeping students from using it, incorporating it in the
classroomand instructing pupils on the best way to apply its functions efficiently
while guidingthem to reduceabuseand addictionwill surelybe of assistancén the
long run. Schoolscan actually prevent casesof cyberbullying, plagiarismor even
procrastinationcausedby prolongedscreentime too.

In closing,the smartphonehas truly transformedthe educationalexperience
Even though whether it is a beneficial learning tool or a nuisanceis still a
controversialtopic, the advantagesof being able to use a smartphonein school
readily surpassall disadvantagesSmartphonesn schoolprepare studentsfor life
ahead,andis favourablypracticalin enrichinglearning,é K | fiofl@love?

|
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Thiswas a really well-organizedessaythat was a joy to read! Youhad a Il
reallygreatstructurethat developednaturallyfrom one point to the next
Fornexttime, perhapsinsteadof askingso manyquestions,answerthem!
Thiswould provide the reader with more supporting evidencefor your
argumentrather than beingleft wonderingwhat the answeris. All in all,
though,youwrote afantasticessay'Keepup the greatwork!!
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Technologyhas developedand advancedin recent years Thereis no denying
that smartphoneshavebecomepart and parcelof S @ S NE dailf I8eQA&ccording
to a new nationallyrepresentativesurveypresentedby CommonSenseMedia, 84
percent of teenagersnow have their own phonesin the United States Recently,
whether smartphonesshould be allowed in schoolhas becomea debatableand
controversialissue While someclaimthat it is beneficialfor studentsto bringtheir
smartphonedo school,it is my convictionthat it would be detrimentalto students
In the following, | am goingto put forward three argumentsto explainwhy using
smartphonesn schoolshouldnot be permitted.

To begin with, using smartphonesin school would cause distractions and
interruptions. Lately,a researchconductedby the Universityof Oxford showsthat
studentschecktheir phonesin the classroonon averagemore than 11timesaday
Justimaginethat, if the majority of studentsare usingtheir smartphoneso check
socialmediaandtext someirrelevantmessageso their friendsduringthe lessons,
what would be the outcome? Apparently, it leadsto disruptionsin classand
teachersmayhaveto keepremindingstudentsto turn off their devicesconstantly
Thereis no doubt that the efficiencyof teachingand learningwill decrease With
that beingthe case,smartphonesshouldbe prohibitedin schoolasit will adversely
affecta U dzR &cyldériigerformance

In addition, the use of smartphoneswould reducethe amount of faceto-face
interactionsamongstudents Asyoungstudentstend to havelessself-control, they
may be gluedto their phonesall day It will become more difficult for them to
connect with other students and have social activities, resulting in fewer |
opportunities to create precious memories with their schoolmates { G dzZRS y U &
social skills, such as languageexpressionability and the ability of readingfacial
expressionswill undeniablydeteriorate or evenbe lost. Thisputsa i dzR fuyire & Q
|nJeopardyA MITprofessorSherryTurkIe haspublishedabookcalled¥®w S Of I A Y A
I 2 Yy @S NInthé BodkysHe stated that we maylose our ability to havedeeper, .
more spontaneousconversationswith others if we rely on smartphones In this
case,| strongly believe that smartphonesshould be bannedin schoolas it will
affecta U dzR Sogialcangnunications



Ontop of that, allowingstudentsto use mobile phonesin schoolwould leadto
an increasein cyberbullying A surveydone by the Telecomfirm, Openet found
that approximately42 percent of heavy cellphoneusers (those who send more
than 60 texts on a typicalschoolday)haveengagedn cyberbullying Sincestudents
have more time to accesssocial media in schoolwhen they have their mobile
phones with them, it provides more possibilities for them to give impulsive
responsego their LIS Sriveis@geslt is commonknowledgethat cyberbullyingwill
giverise to depressionand sorrow, which severelyaffectsd (i dzR Sghtaliealth.
Asaresult,it isamustto banmobile phonesin school

In conclusion,t is my firm belief that mobile phonesshouldnot be allowedin
schoolasthere are manydrawbacksNot only will distractionsand interruptionsbe
caused, but the amount of social interactions will also be reduced and the
percentageof cyberbullyingwill increaseas well. Although smartphonesprovide
easyaccessto information, schoolscan provide other means,suchas iPadsand
computers,for studentsto learnbetter. It is not necessaryor studentsto usetheir
smartphonesn school It istime for schoolsto considerthe issue

|
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Thisis a strong essaywith a rock-solid foundation! You hit all the key 1
points and covered them very well. For next time, perhapsyou could
review all of your adjective modifiers to make sure that there is no
repetition. A lot of your & -and Yy 2 dzghéasesuse adjectivesthat are
very close in meaning Just remember, being concise is key, and
sometimessimple is better! Other than that, you did a wonderful job!
Keepup the greatwork!

N\ o

|

45



Award List

Senior Section

Senior School(In alphabetical order)

Student Name

Winner St. Paul's Geducational College Chung Hiu Ching Daph

Ling Liang Church E Wun

1st runnerup Secondangchool

2nd runnerup ShatinPui Ying College

St. Paul's Convent School
(Secondary Section)

4th runnerup PHC Wing Kwong College

3rd runnerup

10 Outstanding Diocesan Girls' School

Helen Liang Memorial

10 Outstanding Secondaryschool §hatin

10 Outstanding ShatinPui Ying College
10 Outstanding St. Antonius Girls' College
10 Outstanding CCC Chuen Yuen College
10 Outstanding STFA LeShauKee College
10 Outstanding Yuet Wah College

HKSYC & IA Wong Tai Shan
Memorial College

10 Outstanding
i HKSYC & IA Wong Tai Shan

Pearson Matthew
NathaphakRobert

Tsang Sze Kit

RinKimura

Sham Lai Man

Chung Nicole Mong Jo

Tang Chun Ting

Leung Sum Yee
Chan Tsz Man
Fu Wong Yu
Cheung Hiu Wai
Lai Chi Him

Law Chung Him

10 Outstanding . TianHao
MemorialCollege
10 Outstanding HKSYC & IA Wong Tai Shan YauChakHo
MemorialCollege
Senior Award School
Senior The Most Enthusiastic School Awe Ning Po College
Senior The Most Creative Cover Award Christian Alliance S.C

Chan Memorial Colleg




L

The Most Creative Cover Award

Senior Section

i@ QR Code - Ml AERERY - EFHMRREERAS  WHAE

Choi PalHim

Christian Alliance
S.C. Chan
Memorial College

KH:ﬁEﬂﬁélﬁ.ﬂlﬁ JEMERANE - a}ﬂﬁt'}ﬁlﬁﬁﬁ‘ ﬁ?i!ﬁ(ﬁ HK657%

#288 QR Code - I A EKERY - EFHRABRREBRNE HEHE /

B )5iE senior SR Bt

com/miywa  July 2022 o A www.magazines88.com/miywa  July 2022 0 B%

AREOH BAMIME - HEMAE - RESNZOIMBIE !  Z8150 HK6S T AHEEA BRI - BRNE - MIEALEIMREE ! | 585 HKEST




i QR Code - B/ EWIHIRY - MPHMRRIEZRVAST  MAEE

Senior =110

The Most Creative Cover Award

www.magazines88.com/miywa July 2022

L {'a 7
FHECTRRIANIR - HECIINE - MISAZOIMIEE | | &850 HK6ST

78 QR Code « MRS EWIRRY - BFMRINEBRAST  WM2E /

Senior =] E}U '!',: %’E B Senior [=] §

www.magazines88.com/miywa  July 2022 o A The Most Creative Cover Award

o]
)

##8 QR Code - HEFS A BWERY - EFRRRRBRBAE  WHHE /

=+
iEE

www.magazines88.com/miywa  July 2022 oﬁ%ﬁ

The Most Creative Cover Award

puejAINeIGSud

FRBOARBMSIR  HRKIRE . BISAXEMRIRE | FEH5(E HK6ST ARBEARBRIMABR - MRS - MBOXCIERAEE | 8156 HK6ST

48

[



i1 QR Code - FERS A BWERR - EFHRRREERANET WHEE -/

e "E
\FII=I

www.magazines88.com/miywa  July 2021 ° Bk

) Qﬁﬁm/ CMedia Ziy‘luﬁmﬁr

\\r'&li‘{.‘: What Will You Post ?

88 QR Code + FIS /A EIRY - BPHERBEEENS HMNE /

= "'E

Senior E fazh

LELLE LU LI wwv.magazines88.com/miywa  July 2021 o A3k

GET RID OF

PROCRASTINAT ION
k.
N 4

TIME-.

TO WORK -~

FHECARRBEER  EEESR  MEACMEMER!  HERHEHK6ST



